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PREAMBLE

This Agreement is entered into by Livingston County, Illinois, and the Sheriff of

Livingston County, Illinois, hereinafter referred to as "Employer", and the Fraternal Order

of Police, Livingston County Peace Officers, Lodge No. 186, and the Illinois F.O.P. Labor

Council, hereinafter referred to as the "Lodge".

The purpose of this Agreement is to provide an orderly collective bargaining

relationship between the Employer and the Lodge representing the employees in the

bargaining unit, and to make clear the basic terms upon which such relationship depends.

It is the intent of both the Employer and the Lodge to work together to provide and maintain

satisfactory terms and conditions of employment, and to prevent as well as to adjust

misunderstandings and grievances relating to employees wages, hours and working

conditions.

In consideration of mutual promises, covenants and agreements contained herein,

the parties hereto, by their duly authorized representative and/or agents, do mutually

covenant and agree as follows:

ARTICLE I

RECOGNITION

Section 1.  Unit Description

The Employer hereby recognizes the Lodge as the sole and exclusive collective

bargaining representative for the purpose of collective bargaining on any and all matters

relating to wages, hours, and all other terms and conditions of employment of all full-time

sworn patrol officers in the bargaining unit.  The bargaining unit shall include:  All sworn

peace officers below the rank of Captain, and excluding the Chief of Detectives, Chief

Deputy, all supervisory positions created above the rank of Lieutenant, the Sheriff and all

other employees of the Livingston County Sheriff's Office.  A member or the members of

the bargaining unit are hereinafter referred to as "employee" or "employees". 



Page 2

Section 2.  Supervisors

Supervisors may continue to perform bargaining unit work which is incidental to their

jobs.  They may also perform bargaining unit work in emergency situations and where such

work is necessary to train a bargaining unit employee.  Such work by supervisors shall not

cause any layoffs of the bargaining unit employees.

Section 3.  Sheriff's Auxiliary and Part-Time Officers

The Employer may continue to utilize the services of the Livingston County Sheriff's

Police Auxiliary in accordance with Illinois statutes.  The Employer may continue to utilize

part-time officers as relief officers or in emergencies as necessary.

ARTICLE II

NEW CLASSIFICATION, VACANCIES AND PROMOTIONS

Section 1.  New Classifications

Where the Employer finds it necessary to create a new job classification, the work

of which falls within the scope of the bargaining unit, the Employer and Lodge agree to

jointly petition the State Labor Board to seek the necessary unit clarification.

If the inclusion of a new position classification is agreed to by the parties or found

appropriate by the Labor Board, the parties shall negotiate as to the proper pay grade for

the classification.  If no agreement is reached within thirty (30) calendar days from the date

of inclusion, the Lodge may appeal the proposed pay grade to the 2nd step of the

grievance procedure.

The second step grievance committee shall determine the reasonableness of the

proposed salary grade in relationship to:

(a) The job content and responsibilities attached thereto in comparison with the

job content and responsibilities of other position classifications in the

Employer's work force;

(b) Like positions with similar job content and responsibilities within the labor

market generally;
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(c) Significant differences in working conditions to comparable position

classifications.

The pay grade originally assigned by the Employer shall remain in effect pending

the decision.

If the decision of the second step grievance committee is to increase the pay grade

of the position classification, such rate change shall be applied retroactive to the date of

its installation.

Upon installation of the new position classification, the filling of such position

classification shall be in accordance with the posting and bidding procedures of this

Agreement.

Section 2.  Vacancies

Vacancies shall be created and filled in accordance with past practice using the

established Merit Commission procedures without waiver thereof.  The Sheriff shall fill

vacancies for new positions by selecting the most qualified person from an eligibility list

created by the Merit Commission in accordance with past practice.  

Section 3.  Promotions

(a) To be eligible to take promotion examinations for any rank, the deputy must

meet the following requirements:

(1) Sergeant -- 

Be a commissioned deputy with the Livingston County Sheriff's

Department whose duties are as defined in 720 ILCS 5/2-13 for

"Peace Officer"; and 

Have at least five (5) years’ experience as a deputy sheriff with the

Livingston County Sheriff's Department; or

In the case of a deputy hired in at an accelerated step, a combination

of at least three (3) years experience with the Livingston County

Sheriff’s Department and a minimum of two years of prior experience

as a sworn peace officer that is pre-certified by the Law Enforcement
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Training Standards Board equaling a total of five years experience.

(2) Lieutenant – 

Be a commissioned deputy with the Livingston County Sheriff's

Department whose duties are as defined in 720 ILCS 5/2-13 for

"Peace Officer"; and 

Have at least three (3) years’ experience as a sergeant with the

Livingston County Sheriff's Department.  

(3) Captain -- 

Be a commissioned deputy with the Livingston County Sheriff's

Department whose duties are as defined in 720 ILCS 5/2-13 for

"Peace Officer"; and 

Have at least one (1) years’ experience as a Lieutenant with the

Livingston County Sheriff's Department. 

(4) No deputy sheriff will be allowed to test for any position as defined in

paragraph(s) (1), (2) or (3) for a period of one (1) year from the last

date of any suspensions from duty, other than suspensions with or

without pay when said deputy has been exonerated or the charge not

sustained against him.

(5) No deputy will be allowed to take the examination who is on any

unpaid leave of absence from the department.  

(b) The testing procedure will consist of a written examination and a

departmental evaluation, with the evaluation completed before the written

test is administered.  

(1) The written test will be obtained from a professional police testing

organization with the test being as specific as possible for the type

and size of agency such as the Livingston County Sheriff's

Department.  Those taking the test will be ranked in descending order

with the highest score ranked first.  

(2) The departmental evaluation shall be made by the candidate's

immediate supervisor covering the year preceding the date of testing
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and shall include relevant information concerning the applicant's

demonstrated skills including job knowledge, demeanor, and potential

for supervisory responsibility.  

(3) The departmental evaluation form will be one approved by the Sheriff

and Lodge #186.  

(4) In the event a candidate has more than one supervisor, the supervisor

with the greatest amount of contact will be considered the immediate

supervisor.  However, in every case, the immediate supervisory

contact must exceed thirty three percent (33%).  

(5) In the event of multiple supervisors, the candidate will select an

evaluation from the other supervisors.  The Sheriff and Lodge #186

representative will select the third evaluation.

(6) The candidate shall be allowed to review his evaluation.  Where a

disagreement exists, the candidate may enter a written explanation.

The candidate and Sheriff will be allowed to select another

supervisor's evaluation in accordance with subparagraph (5).  

(7) Upon completion of both departmental evaluation and written test, a

composite score shall be computed for all eligible applicants.  The

written test score(s) shall form seventy five percent (75%) of the total

score.  The remaining twenty percent (20%) shall be based upon the

departmental evaluation.  

(8) After the candidate's scores are completed in accordance with

subparagraph (6), seniority points will be added according to the

following formula:  .25 points per year of service.  The total points

allowed for seniority may not exceed a total of five (5) points.  

(9) After completion of subparagraphs (7) and (8), a final list ranking all

candidates with the highest composite score ranked first, shall be

made and posted.  
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(10) The promotional list will be valid for a period of two (2) years from the

date of its issuance or when all names have been exhausted,

whichever comes first.  

(11) In the event that the list expires according to the definition of

subparagraph (10), another promotional examination will be

scheduled without unreasonable delay.  

(c) Candidates will be selected for promotion from the top four (4) positions on

the list.  Placement will be decided by the numerical score of their composite

ranking (written test, department evaluation and seniority).  

(d) When a vacancy occurs within any rank, it will be filled as department needs

dictate.  

(e) Any deputy promoted according to the provisions of this article will be on

probation for a period of six (6) months within the new rank.  Removal from

the position will be only for just cause relating to the ability to supervise and

not be punitive in nature.  

(f) Any deputy promoted according to the provisions of this article will be

required to successfully complete an approved management or supervisory

course of instruction within a reasonable time period. 

(g) Any disputes that arise in the application of this article are subject to the

article dealing with grievance and arbitration.  

(h) This promotion procedure shall be effective for promotions made after July

1, 1993.  Promotions made prior to this date shall be made by the Sheriff by

selecting the most qualified person in accordance with past practice.  

ARTICLE III

NON-DISCRIMINATION

Section 1.  Equal Employment Opportunity

The Employer will continue to provide equal employment opportunity for all officers,

and develop and apply equal employment practices.
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Section 2.  Prohibition Against Discrimination

Both the Employer and the Lodge agree not to illegally discriminate against any

employee on the basis of race, sex, creed, religion, color, marital or parental status, age,

national origin, political affiliation and/or beliefs, mental or physical handicap or sexual

orientation.

Section 3.  Lodge Membership or Activity

Neither the Employer nor the Lodge shall interfere with the right of employees

covered by this Agreement to become or not become members of the Lodge, and there

shall be no discrimination against any such employees because of lawful Lodge

membership or non-membership activity or status.

Section 4.  Use of Masculine Pronoun

The use of the masculine pronoun in this or any other document is understood to

be for clerical convenience only, and it is further understood that the masculine pronoun

includes the feminine pronoun as well.

ARTICLE IV

MANAGEMENT RIGHTS

The Employer possesses the sole right to operate the Sheriff's Office of the County

and all management rights repose in it.  Nothing herein shall affect the internal control

authority of the Sheriff.  Except as specifically amended, changed or modified by the

Agreement, these rights include, but are not limited to, the following:

(a) To direct all operations of the County;

(b) To establish reasonable work rules and schedules of work;

(c) To hire or promote from the Merit Commission eligibility list, transfer,

schedule and assign employees in positions and to create, combine, modify

and eliminate positions within the County;
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(d) To suspend, discharge and take other disciplinary action against employees

under the established work rules and regulations of the Sheriff's Police and

the provisions of this Agreement;

(e) To lay off employees;

(f) To maintain efficiency of County operations;

(g) To introduce new or improved methods or facilities;

(h) To change existing methods or facilities;

(i) To determine the kinds and amounts of services to be performed as pertains

to the County operations; and the number and kind of classifications to

perform such services;

(j) To contract out for goods or services other than law enforcement services or

as provided in this Agreement;

(k) To determine the methods, means and personnel by which County

operations are to be conducted:

(1) To set patrol zones, number of squad cars per shift, assignment of

cars and equipment to personnel and to change these as needed to

meet department needs and priorities;

(2) To determine proper uniform and attire for all sworn personnel, to

change, alter or amend this clothing and equipment as needed, and

to set the dates of conversion from season to season;

(3) To determine the shift or duty assignments, the number of personnel

per shift or duty assignments, and not to change or alter these without

at least five (5) days notice except in emergencies or by mutual

agreement.  Refusal by the employee to agree to changes or

alterations in non-emergency situations shall not be cause for any

disciplinary action against the employee;

(4) To require compliance with regular written department rules and

regulations, and to all general orders, special orders, official notices

or memorandum issued from the Sheriff of Livingston County on

department letterhead, memorandum, general or special order, or
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other identifiable department documents, as well as both the Sheriff's

Merit Commission rules and regulations and the established County

personnel policy and procedure manual;

(5) To require prior notification of any outside part-time employment and

to set reasonable restrictions thereon and annually to renew the

notification or provide additional notification upon a change of any

outside part-time employment.

(6) To establish required training sessions and qualifications for specific

duty assignments and to change or amend these requirements as

needed to meet departmental needs or requirements;

(7) To determine the proper utilization of department vehicles and

equipment, the proper cleaning, care and maintenance of those

vehicles and equipment, the number of personnel assigned to each

vehicle and the location of vehicles when not in service;

(8) To retain the right to issue and/or assign any or all department

equipment and vehicles to employees or other individuals as

necessary and directed by the Sheriff; and,

(9) To schedule overtime work as required in the manner most

advantageous to the department and in accordance with this

Agreement.

(l) To take whatever action is necessary to carry out the functions of the County

in situations of emergency.

ARTICLE V

SUBCONTRACTING

Section 1.  General Policy

It is the general policy of the Employer to continue to utilize employees to perform

work they are qualified to perform.  However, the Employer reserves the right to contract

out any work it deems necessary in the interests of economy, improved work product, or

emergency.
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ARTICLE VI

F.O.P. REPRESENTATIVES

For the purposes of administering and enforcing the provisions of this Agreement,

the Employer agrees as follows:

Section 1.  Grievance Processing

Reasonable time while on duty shall be permitted Lodge representatives for the

purpose of aiding or assisting or otherwise representing employees in the handling and

processing of grievances or exercising other rights set forth in this Agreement, and such

reasonable time shall be without loss of pay.

Section 2.  Lodge Negotiating Team

Members designated as being on the negotiating team who are scheduled to work

on a day on which negotiations will occur, shall, for the purpose of attending scheduled

negotiations, be excused from their regular duties without loss of pay.  This shall include

reasonable time before and after each session to confer with the Council representative

on the matters under negotiations.  Lodge negotiators who are scheduled to work the night

before scheduled contract negotiations shall be granted reasonable time off with pay at the

discretion of the Sheriff, prior to the end of his shift.  Such factors taken into consideration

in determining the amount of time off shall include the starting time of negotiations and the

duration of negotiations.  If a designated Lodge negotiating team member is in regular day-

off status on the day of negotiations, he will not be compensated for attending the session.

ARTICLE VII

DUES DEDUCTION AND FAIR SHARE

Section 1.  Dues Deduction

Upon receipt of a written and signed authorization form from an employee, the

Employer shall deduct the amount of Lodge dues and initiation fee, if any, set forth in such

form and any authorized increase thereof, and shall remit such deductions monthly to the
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Illinois Fraternal Order of Police Labor Council at the address designated by the Lodge in

accordance with the laws of the State of Illinois.  The Lodge shall advise the Employer of

any increase in dues, in writing, at least thirty (30) days prior to its effective date.  A copy

of the Dues Deduction Authorization Form is attached hereto as Exhibit A and made a part

hereof by reference.

Section 2.  Dues

Each employee who on the effective date of this Agreement is a member of the

Lodge, and each officer who becomes a member after that date, shall maintain his

membership in good standing in the Lodge during the term of this Agreement.

With respect to any officer on whose behalf the Employer receives written

authorization in a form agreed upon by the Lodge and the Employer, the Employer shall

deduct from the wages of the employee the dues and/or financial obligation uniformly

required and shall forward the full amount to the Lodge by the tenth (10th) day of the

month following the month in which the deductions are made.  The amounts deducted shall

be in accordance with the schedule to be submitted to the Employer by the Lodge.

Authorization for such deduction shall be irrevocable unless revoked by written notice to

the Employer and the Lodge during the fifteen (15) day period prior to the expiration of this

Agreement.  The Employer will not similarly deduct dues in any other organization as to

employees covered by this Agreement.

Section 3.  Fair Share

Any present employee who is not a member of the Lodge shall be required to pay

a fair share (not to exceed the amount of Lodge dues) of the cost of the collective

bargaining process, contract administration in pursuing matters affecting wages, hours, and

other conditions of employment, but not to exceed the amount of dues uniformly required

of members.  All employees hired on or after the effective date of this Agreement and who

have not made application for membership shall, or after the thirtieth (30th) day of their

hire, also be required to pay a fair share as defined above.
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The Employer shall with respect to any employee on whose behalf the Employer

has not received a written authorization as provided for above, deduct from the wages of

the employee the fair share financial obligation, including any retroactive amount due and

owing, and shall forward said amount to the Lodge on the tenth (10th) day of the month

following the month in which the deduction is made, subject only to the following:

(a) The Lodge has certified to the Employer that the affected employee has

been delinquent in his obligations for at least thirty (30) days; or

(b) The Lodge has certified to the Employer that the affected employee has

been notified in writing of the obligation and the requirement for each

provision of this Article and the employee has been advised by the Lodge of

his obligations pursuant to this Article and of the manner in which the Lodge

has calculated the fair share fee; or

(c) The Lodge has certified to the Employer that the affected employee has

been given a reasonable opportunity to prepare and submit any objections

to the payment and has been afforded an opportunity to have the objections

adjudicated before an impartial arbitrator assigned by the employee and the

Lodge for the purpose of determining and resolving any objections the

employee may have to the fair share fee.

ARTICLE VIII

BILL OF RIGHTS

The provisions of the Uniform Peace Officers' Disciplinary Act, 50 ILCS 725/1, are

incorporated herein and made a part of this Agreement by reference.  Nothing in this

Article is intended or should be construed to waive employee’s right to union representation

during questioning that the employee reasonably believes may lead to discipline.

Bargaining unit employees shall have such rights as set forth in the United States Supreme

Court decision in NLRB v. Weingarten, 420 U.S. 251 (1975) and Central Management

Services and Corrections (Morgan) 1 PERI par. 2020 (ISLRB, 1985).
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ARTICLE IX

INDEMNIFICATION

Section 1.  Employer Responsibility

The Employer shall be responsible for, hold employees harmless from, and pay for

damages, except punitive damages, or moneys which may be adjudged, assessed or

otherwise levied against any employee covered by this Agreement.

Section 2.  Legal Representation

Employees shall have legal representation provided by the Employer in any civil

cause of action brought against an employee resulting from or arising out of the

performance of duties.

Section 3.  Cooperation

Employees shall be required to cooperate with the Employer during the course of

the investigation, administration or litigation of any claim arising under this Article.

Section 4.  Applicability

The Employer will provide the protection set forth in Section 1 and Section 2 above,

so long as the employee is acting within the scope of his employment and where the officer

cooperates, as defined in Section 3 above, with the Employer in defense of an action or

actions or claims.  Intentional acts or willful acts or misconduct are not covered by this

Agreement.

ARTICLE X

NO STRIKE

Section 1.  No Strike Commitment

Neither the Lodge nor any employee will call, initiate, authorize, participate in,

sanction, encourage, or ratify any work stoppage or the concerted interference with the full,

faithful and proper performance of the duties of employment with the Employer during the
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term of this Agreement.  Neither the Lodge nor any employee shall refuse to cross any

picket line, by whomever established.

Section 2.  Resumption of Operations

In the event of action prohibited by Section 1 above, the Lodge immediately shall

disavow such action and request the employees to return to work, and shall use its best

efforts to achieve a prompt resumption of normal operations.  The Lodge, including its

officials and agents, shall not be liable for any damages, direct or indirect, upon complying

with the requirements of this Section.

Section 3.  Lodge Liability

Upon the failure of the Lodge to comply with the provisions of Section 2 above, any

agent or official of the Lodge who is an employee covered by this Agreement may be

subject to the provisions of Section 4 below.

Section 4.  Discipline of Strikers

Any employee who violates the provisions of Section 1 of this Article shall be subject

to immediate discharge.  Any action taken by the Employer against any employee who

participates in activities prohibited by Section 1 above, shall not be considered a violation

of this Agreement and shall not be subject to the provisions of the grievance procedure,

except that the issue of whether an employee in fact participated in a prohibited action

shall be subject to the grievance and arbitration procedure.

ARTICLE XI

RESOLUTION OF IMPASSE

In order to resolve impasses, the Employer and the Lodge agree to abide by the

provisions of Section 14 of the Illinois Public Labor Relations Act with the following

exceptions:

(a) All arbitration hearings shall be conducted in Pontiac, Illinois, at a mutually

agreeable location.
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(b) The provisions of Section 14 (f) relating to the arbitrator's authority to remand

for further collective bargaining shall not apply.

ARTICLE XII

PERSONNEL FILES

Section 1.  Personnel Files

The Employer shall keep a central personnel file for each employee.  The Employer

is free to keep working files, but material not maintained in the central personnel file may

not provide the basis for disciplinary or other action against an employee.

Section 2.  Inspection

Upon the request of an employee, the Employer shall reasonably permit an

employee to inspect his personnel file subject to the following:

(a) Such inspection shall occur immediately following receipt of the request.

(b) Such inspection shall occur during daytime working hours Monday through

Friday upon reasonable request.

(c) The employee shall not be permitted to remove any part of the personnel file

from the premises but may obtain copies of any information contained

therein upon payment of the cost of copying.  The Employer will provide any

copies requested.  

(d) Upon written authorization by the requesting employee, in cases where such

employee has a written grievance pending, and is inspecting his file with

respect to such grievance, that employee may have a representative of the

Lodge present during such inspection and/or may designate in such written

authorization that said representative may inspect his personnel file subject

to the procedure contained in this Article.  Any such inspection shall be done

with an Employer representative present.  

(e) If an employee disagrees with any information contained in the personnel

file, the employee may submit a written statement of his position which shall
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become an integral part of that portion of the file over which disagreement

exists, until such portion is permanently removed from such file.

(f) If the employee disagrees with any information contained in the personnel

record, a removal or correction of that information may be mutually agreed

upon by the Employer and the employee.  If an agreement cannot be

reached, the employee may submit a written statement explaining the

employee's position.  The Employer shall attach the employee's statement

to the disputed portion of the personnel record.  The employee's statement

shall be included whenever the disputed portion of the personnel record is

released to a third party as long as the disputed record is a part of the file.

The inclusion of any written statement attached in the record without further

comment or action by the Employer shall not be construed as an indication

that Employer agrees with its content.  If either the Employer or the

employee places in the personnel record information which is false, the

Employer or employee, whichever is appropriate, shall have remedy through

the grievance procedure to have that information expunged.

(g) Pre-employment information, such as reference reports, credit checks or

information provided to the Employer with a specific request that it remain

confidential, shall not be subject to inspection or copying.

(h) Any written memorandums evidencing oral reprimands may be removed

from all files after one (1) year unless other disciplinary action involving the

same or similar behavior by the employee has been taken.  Written

reprimands may be removed from all files after two (2) years unless other

disciplinary action involving the same or similar behavior by the employee

has been taken.  It shall be the responsibility of the employee to make a

request that any oral and/or written reprimands be removed from his files.

Any reprimand material not removed by a request from an employee may be

used in any manner or in any form adverse to the employee's interest.  An

employee shall not be able to request that any reprimand material in his files

be removed because of the passage of time set forth above if there is a
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pending disciplinary action or grievance involving the same or similar

behavior against the employee.  After the disciplinary action or the grievance

procedure has been completed, the employee may request that any

reprimand material be removed from his files because of the passage of

time.

Section 3.  Notification

Employees shall be given reasonable notice by Employer when formal, written

disciplinary documentation is placed in their personnel file.

Section 4.  Limitation on Use of File Material

It is agreed that any material and/or matter not available for inspection, such as

provided in Section 1 above, shall not be used in any manner or any forum adverse to the

employee's interests.

Section 5.  Use of File Material

Any information of an adverse employment nature which may be contained in any

unfounded, exonerated or otherwise unsustained file, shall not be used against the

employee in any future proceedings.

ARTICLE XIII

DISCIPLINE AND DISCHARGE

Section 1.  Discipline and Discharge

The parties recognize the principles of progressive and corrective discipline.

Disciplinary action or measures shall include only the following:

oral reprimand

written reprimand

demotion

suspension with or without pay (notice to be given in writing)

discharge
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The authority of the Sheriff to suspend shall be limited to an aggregate of not more than

thirty (30) days in any twelve (12) month period.

Disciplinary action may be imposed against an employee only for failing to fulfill his

responsibilities as an employee and for just cause.  Any disciplinary action or measure

imposed against an employee may be processed as a grievance through the regular

grievance procedure.

If the Employer has reason to reprimand an employee, it shall be done in a manner

that will not embarrass the employee before other employees or the public.

Section 2.  Predisciplinary Meeting

For discipline other than oral and written reprimands, prior to notifying the employee

of the contemplated discipline to be imposed, the Employer shall notify the local Lodge of

the meeting and then shall meet with the employee involved and inform the employee of

the reason for such contemplated discipline, including any names of witnesses and copies

of pertinent documents.  The employee shall be informed of his contract rights to Lodge

representation and shall be entitled to such, if so requested by the employee, and the

employee and Lodge Representative shall be given the opportunity to rebut or clarify the

reasons for such discipline and further provided that a Lodge Representative shall be

available within twenty four (24) hours of notification.  If the employee does not request

Lodge representation, a Lodge Representative shall nevertheless be entitled to be present

as a nonactive participant at any and all such meetings.

Section 3.  Investigatory Interviews

Where the Employer desires to conduct an investigatory interview of an employee

where the results of the interview might result in discipline, the Employer agrees to first

inform the employee that the employee has a right to Lodge representation at such

interview.  If the employee desires such Lodge representation, no interview shall take place

without the presence of a Lodge representative.  The role of the Lodge representative is

limited to assisting the employee, clarifying the facts and suggesting other employees who

may have knowledge of the facts.



Page 19

Section 4.  Merit Commission

The Employer and the Lodge agree that the provisions of this Agreement relating

to discipline, discharge, grievance procedures and arbitration shall be in lieu of similar

procedures heretofore available under the Sheriff's Merit Commission.  Provided, however,

that nothing herein shall infringe on the function of the Sheriff's Merit Commission in testing

applicants for new positions or promotions and creating eligibility lists for any such

positions from which the Sheriff shall fill any such positions.

ARTICLE XIV

DISPUTE RESOLUTION AND GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE

Section 1.  Definition of a Grievance

A grievance is defined as any unresolved difference between the Employer and the

Lodge or any employee regarding the application, meaning or interpretation of this

Agreement.  This grievance procedure is subject to and shall not conflict with any

provisions of the Illinois Public Labor Relations Act.

Section 2.  Dispute Resolution

In the interest of resolving disputes at the earliest possible time, it is agreed that an

attempt to resolve a dispute shall be made between the employee and his immediate

supervisor.

The employee shall make his complaint to his immediate supervisor.  The

supervisor will notify the employee of the decision within two (2) business days following

the day when the complaint was made.  Settlements or withdrawals at this step shall not

constitute a precedent in the handling of other grievances.  In the event of a complaint, the

employee shall first complete his assigned work task, and complain later.

Section 3.  Representation

Grievances may be processed by the Lodge on behalf of an employee or on behalf

of a group of employees.  The Employer may file contract grievances directly at Step 3,

Section 8 of this Article.  Either party may have the grievant or one grievant representing
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group grievants present at any step of the grievance procedure, and the employee is

entitled to Lodge representation at each and every step of the grievance procedure upon

his request.

Grievances may be filed on behalf of two or more employees only if the same facts,

issues and requested remedy apply to all employees in the group.

Section 4.  Subject Matter

Only one subject matter shall be covered in any one grievance.  A grievance shall

contain a statement of the grievant's position, the Article and Section of the Agreement

allegedly violated, the date of the alleged violation, the relief sought, the signature of the

grieving employee or employees and the date.

Section 5.  Time Limitations

Grievances may be withdrawn at any step of the grievance procedure without

precedent.  Grievances not appealed within the designated time limits will be treated as

withdrawn grievances.

The Employer's failure to respond within the time limits shall not find in favor of the

grievant, but shall automatically advance the grievance to the next step, except Step 2.

Time limits may be extended by mutual agreement.

Section 6.  Grievance Processing

No employee or Lodge representative shall leave his work assignment to

investigate, file or process grievances without first making mutual arrangements with his

supervisor, and such mutual arrangements shall not be denied unreasonably.  In the event

of a grievance, the employee shall always perform his assigned work task and grieve his

complaint later, unless the employee reasonably believes that the assignment endangers

his safety.
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Section 7.  Grievance Meetings

A maximum of two (2) employees (the grievant and/or Lodge Representative) per

work shift shall be excused from work with pay to participate in a Step 1 or Step 2

grievance meeting.  The employee or employees shall only be excused for the amount of

time reasonably required to present the grievance.  The employee or employees shall not

be paid for any time during which a grievance meeting occurs outside of the employee's

work shift.  In the event of a grievance, the employee shall first perform his assigned work

task and file his grievance later.

Section 8.  Steps in Procedure

Disputes arising under this Agreement shall be resolved as follows:

Step 1. If no agreement is reached between the employee and the supervisor, as

provided for in Section 2 Dispute Resolution, the Lodge shall prepare a

written grievance on a form mutually agreed to and presented to the Sheriff

no later than ten (10) business days after the employee was notified of the

decision by the supervisor.  A copy of the Grievance Form to be utilized is

attached hereto as Exhibit B and made a part hereof by reference.  Within

five (5) business days after the grievance has been submitted to the Sheriff,

the Sheriff shall meet with the grievant and the Lodge Representative to

discuss the grievance and make a good faith attempt to resolve the

grievance.  The Sheriff shall respond in writing to the grievant and the Lodge

Representative within five (5) days following the meeting.

Step 2. If the grievance is not settled at Step 1, the grievance may be referred to in

writing, within five (5) business days after the decision of the Sheriff, to a

Committee consisting of the Sheriff and five (5) members of the County

Board appointed by the Chairman of the County Board.  Within twenty (20)

business days after the grievance has been filed with the Committee, the

Committee shall meet with the Lodge and the grievant to discuss the

grievance and make a good faith effort to resolve the grievance.  The



Page 22

Committee shall respond in writing to the grievant and the Lodge within five

(5) business days following the meeting.

Step 3. If the dispute is not settled at Step 2, the matter may be submitted to

arbitration within ten (10) business days after the Board's written decision or

the expiration of the five (5) day period if the Board fails to render a written

decision.  Within ten (10) business days after the matter has been submitted

to arbitration, a representative of the Employer and the Lodge shall meet to

select an arbitrator from a list of mutually agreed to arbitrators.  If the parties

are unable to agree on an arbitrator within ten (10) business days after such

meeting, the parties shall request the American Arbitration Association to

submit a list of seven (7) arbitrators.  Either party shall have the right to reject

an entire list of arbitrators.  The arbitrator shall be selected from the list of

seven (7) by alternate strikes by the Employer representative and the Lodge.

The Employer and the Lodge shall take turns as to the first strike.  The

person whose name remains on the list shall be the arbitrator, provided that

either party before striking any names shall have the right to reject one (1)

of the arbitrators on the list.  The arbitrator shall be notified of his selection

by a joint letter from the Employer and the Lodge.  Such letter shall request

the arbitrator to set a time and a place for the hearing subject to the

availability of the Employer and Lodge representatives and shall be notified

of the issue where mutually agreed by the parties.  All hearings shall be held

in the City of Pontiac, Illinois, unless otherwise agreed to.

Both parties agree to make a good faith attempt to arrive at a joint statement of facts

and issues to be submitted to the arbitrator.

The Employer or Lodge shall have the right to request the arbitrator to require the

presence of witnesses and/or documents.  Each party shall bear the expense of its

witness.

Questions of arbitrability shall be decided by the arbitrator.  The arbitrator shall

make a preliminary determination of the question of arbitrability.  Once a determination is
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made that the matter is arbitrable or if such preliminary determination cannot be

reasonably made, the arbitrator shall then proceed to determine the merits of the dispute.

The expenses and fees of arbitration and the cost of the hearing room shall be

shared equally by the parties.  Costs of arbitration shall include the arbitrator's fees, room

costs and transcription costs.  Nothing in this Article shall preclude the parties from

agreeing to use the expedited arbitration procedures of the American Arbitration

Association.  The decision and award of the arbitrator shall be made within forty five (45)

days following the hearings and shall be final and binding on the Employer, the Lodge and

the employee or employees involved.  The arbitrator shall have no power to amend,

modify, nullify, ignore, add to or subtract from the provisions of the Agreement.

ARTICLE XV

SENIORITY

Section 1.  Definition of Seniority

As used herein, the term "seniority" shall refer to and be defined as the continuous

length of service or employment covered by this Agreement from the date of last hire.

Section 2.  Probation Period

An employee is a "probationary employee" for his first twelve (12) months of

employment if not required to participate in a FTO program.  If the employee participates

in an FTO program (normally ten (10) weeks in length), the employee shall be a

“probationary employee” for the first twelve (12) months after completing the program.  No

matter concerning the discipline, layoff or termination of a probationary employee shall be

subject to the grievance and arbitration procedures.  A probationary employee shall have

no seniority, except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, until he has completed his

probationary period.  Upon the completion of his probationary period, he will acquire

seniority from his date of hire.
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Section 3.  Seniority List

The Employer and Lodge have agreed upon the initial seniority list setting forth the

present seniority dates for all employees covered by this Agreement and shall become

effective on or after the date of execution of this Agreement.  Such lists shall finally resolve

all questions of seniority affecting employees covered under this Agreement or employed

at the time the Agreement becomes effective.  Disputes as to seniority listing shall be

resolved through the grievance procedure.  The initial agreed list is attached hereto as

Exhibit C and made a part hereof by reference.  Employees hired on the same date shall

have their seniority determined by their ranking on the final eligibility list.  The person with

the highest cumulative score shall be senior to the next person below him/her if both are

hired on the same date.

Section 4.  Termination of Seniority

An employee shall be terminated by the Employer and his seniority broken when he:

(a) quits; or

(b) is discharged for just cause; or

(c) is laid off pursuant to the provisions of this Agreement for a period of twenty

four (24) months; or

(d) accepts gainful employment while on an approved leave of absence from the

Employer; or

(e) is absent for three (3) consecutive scheduled work days without proper

notification or authorization; or

(f) fails to return to work at the conclusion of an approved leave of absence for

a period of three (3) consecutive days.

Section 5.  Seniority While on Leave

Employees will not continue to accrue seniority credit for any time spent on

authorized unpaid leave of absence.
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Section 6.  Conflicts in Vacation or Personal Days

(a) Employees shall select the periods of their annual vacation on the basis of

seniority.  Vacation schedules may be adjusted to accommodate seasonal

operations, significant revision in organization, work assignments or the

number of personnel in the particular ranks, provided however, that no more

than one (1) patrol officer from each shift may take vacation at the same time

and no employee shall receive priority for more than two weeks vacation per

year.  

(b) Conflicts in scheduling the selection of a personal day shall be resolved in

favor of the most senior employee.

Section 7.  Shift Bidding 

(a) Employer shall continue to use a shift bidding procedure based upon

seniority or time in rank to determine which personnel will work the shifts and

days off determined by Employer and shall change the shift and day-off

assignments every four-schedule period.  As of the date this Agreement is

signed, the next shift bid period shall commence on the first day of the

immediate next pay period after the previous bidding process has been

completed.  Any change in assignment from a twelve (12) hour shift to an

eight (8) hour shift or vice versa shall commence with the next new pay

period.  The intended result is that the next four schedule period shall

coincide with the beginning of a bi-weekly pay period. A sign-up list will be

posted approximately thirty (30) days prior to the end of a four-schedule

period and each employee may sign up for the shift of his or her preference

not less than fourteen (14) days prior to the beginning of the next four-

schedule period.  Any employee eligible for shift bidding who does not sign

up on a timely basis or who fails to sign up shall be assigned to any shift and

days off determined by the Sheriff for the following four-schedule period. 

Shift bidding will be done within the division the particular employee is a part

of and shift bidding shall not apply to any special assignment positions
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designated by the Sheriff which are positions that require special expertise

such as the detectives, proactive officers, or Task Force officers.  An

employee shall have the option of refusing any special assignment position.

Employees shall be able to change the shift they have bid if the employee

has obtained the consent of another employee who would like to switch shifts

and if Employer has also consented to the change. 

(b) Employees with less than one (1) year of employment will not be eligible to

participate in shift bidding.  The Sheriff, at his discretion, shall determine the

shift and days off for each of these employees and the Sheriff, at his

discretion, can change the shift of these employees at any time during the

year.  

(c) In an emergency, the Sheriff shall have the authority to change any

employee's shift immediately.  Illness or injury affecting an employee for

seven (7) or less continuous days shall not be deemed an emergency.  An

emergency shall be defined as unforeseen or unanticipated circumstances

not initiated or caused by the Sheriff which create immediate personnel

needs on a particular shift or shifts. 

(d) In the event an employee requests a shift change because of personal

reasons and the Sheriff determines that the shift change is appropriate, then

Article IV(k)(3) shall not apply and the Sheriff shall be able to make this shift

change immediately for a period of time not to exceed two (2), twenty-eight

(28) day cycles.  The Sheriff shall be able to extend this shift change for an

additional period of time not to exceed two (2), additional twenty-eight (28)

day cycles, provided that the Sheriff schedules and holds a labor

management conference prior to the expiration of the initial shift change

period.

Section 8.  Special Assignments

“Special Assignment” positions shall include detective, proactive officers, and Task

Force officers provided that Employer participates in the proactive and Task Force
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programs.  D.A.R.E. officer, computer officer and training officer are deleted as “Special

Assignments” since these positions no longer exist.  If Employer reinstates these deleted

positions, they shall again be special assignment positions.  When a vacancy occurs in an

existing position considered a “Special Assignment” or if a new permanent position is

created which is designated “Special Assignment”, then there shall be a posting listing the

qualifications and the expected date for filling the job position.  Non-probationary

employees or probationary employees with more than one (1) year of prior law

enforcement experience may then notify the Sheriff, in writing, of their interest in the

position.  The Sheriff shall then select the most qualified employee from the list of those

who have applied for the position.  Probationary employees without prior law enforcement

experience shall not be able to apply for any such position. 

Section 9.  Transferring Employee

An employee is a “transferring employee” if employed by Livingston County, Illinois,

at the time he or she transfers to a position included in the bargaining unit.  A transferring

employee shall retain their then existing Vacation Leave and Sick Leave and shall accrue

additional Vacation Leave and Sick Leave according to the terms and conditions of Article

XVIII and Article XIX based on their continuous length of service for Livingston County,

Illinois.  By way of example, a probationary employee who was a correctional officer for

eight (8) years of service with Livingston County before becoming a deputy with twenty-four

(24) unused sick leave days would be entitled to the same vacation leave as a bargaining

unit employee with eight (8) years of service as a deputy and would carryover the sick

leave in the form of one hundred ninety two (192) hours (8 x 24).  A transferring employee

shall be considered a probationary employee for all other purposes set forth in this

Agreement and will be hired in at the beginning salary level. 
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ARTICLE XVI

LAYOFF

Section 1.  Layoff

In the event the Employer determines a layoff is necessary, employees shall be laid

off within each particular job classification in the inverse order of their seniority unless

compliance with state or federal law requires otherwise.  The Employer agrees to inform

the Lodge in writing not less than thirty (30) days prior to such layoffs and to provide the

Lodge with the names of all employees to be laid off in such notice.  

Section 2.  Layoff Order

(a) Probationary employees, temporary and part time employees shall be laid

off first, then full-time employees shall be laid off in inverse order of their

seniority.  Individual employees shall receive notice in writing of the layoff not

less than thirty (30) days prior to the effective date of such layoff.  

(b) In the event that it is necessary to lay off a ranking employee either through

abolition of the employee's position, department reorganization or otherwise,

that ranking employee may elect to return either to a lesser rank or to the

position of patrol officer by bumping an employee with less seniority in the

lower position.  In such case, the ranking employee shall be paid at the lower

rate of pay for the position he assumes.  

Section 3.  Recall

Employees shall retain recall rights for twenty four (24) months.  Employees shall

be recalled from layoff within each particular job classification according to their seniority.

No new employees shall be hired until all employees on layoff in that particular job

classification desiring to return to work shall have been given the opportunity to return to

work.  

In the event of recall, eligible employees shall receive notice of recall either by

actual notice or by certified mail, return receipt requested.  It is the responsibility of all

employees eligible for recall to notify the Sheriff of their current address.  Upon receipt of
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the notice of recall, employees shall have five (5) working days to notify the Sheriff of their

acceptance of the recall.  The employee shall have five (5) business days thereafter to

report to duty. 

ARTICLE XVII

HOLIDAYS

Section 1.  Paid Holidays

Except in cases of emergency, all employees shall have the following days off at full

pay:  

New Year's Day Labor Day 

Easter Sunday Thanksgiving Day 

Memorial Day Christmas Day 

Independence Day 

Good Friday shall be considered an additional day off at full pay if the County Board of

Livingston County, Illinois, shall schedule it as a holiday and close the Livingston County

Courthouse.  If the County Board does not schedule Good Friday as a holiday, then the

employees shall not have the day off at full pay.  

Section 2.  Working on Holidays

Employees scheduled to work eight (8) hours on a paid holiday shall be paid straight

time for actual hours worked, plus an additional eight (8) hours pay or eight (8) hours

compensatory time off, at the election of the officer.  Such employees scheduled to have

a day off on a paid or other holiday shall receive eight (8) hours compensatory time off. 

Employees scheduled to work twelve (12) hours on a paid holiday shall be paid

straight time for actual hours worked, plus an additional twelve (12) hours pay or twelve

(12) hours compensatory time off, at the election of the officer.  Such employees

scheduled to have a day off on a paid or other holiday shall receive twelve (12) hours

compensatory time off. 
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Section 3.  Other Holidays

The County Board, annually, will schedule other holidays by resolution.  Employees

scheduled to work any of those other holidays will receive eight (8) hours or twelve (12)

hours compensatory time off, depending on the number of hours per day employees are

scheduled to work. 

Section 4.  Accumulation

No more than one hundred twenty (120) hours of Holiday Time may be accumulated

and carried over from one fiscal year to the next by an employee.  All holiday time in

excess of the holiday cap shall be purchased at the rate it was earned (i.e. eight (8) or

twelve (12) hours.) All holiday time taken off shall be based on the employee’s working

day.  Each fiscal year any accumulated Holiday Time in excess of one hundred twenty

(120) hours per employee shall be paid to each employee in a single, lump sum payment

with the second paycheck in December at the employee’s rate of pay in effect as of the

previous November 30  with the usual and customary deductions taken for withholding,th

FICA, Medicare, IMRF and the like.  Employer shall provide each employee with an

analysis and explanation of the payment being made for purposes of verification.

ARTICLE XVIII

VACATIONS

Section 1.  Vacation Leave

All full-time employees shall earn vacation time.  Employees on leave of absence

or layoff shall not accrue vacation time.  Eligible employees shall earn vacation time in

accordance with the following schedule which shall become effective for each individual

employee on his or her next date-of-employment anniversary after the date of execution

of this Agreement by all parties:  
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Eight Hour
Employees

Twelve Hour
Employees

(a) 0-7 years service------------- 96 hours 144 hours

(b) 8-15 years service----------- 144 hours 192 hours

(c) After 15 years service------- 192 hours 288 hours

During the first six (6) months of employment, an employee may not take his or her

vacation time.  However, the vacation earned in the first year of employment may be taken

during the second six (6) months of an employee's first year of employment.  Vacation

leave shall be computed from the anniversary day of each officer and shall not be

requested, approved or taken for periods of less than four (4) hours for eight (8) hour

employees or six (6) hours for twelve (12) hour employees. 

Section 2.  Vacation Pay

All vacation leave will be paid for at the regular hourly rate and on the basis of eight

(8) hours per day or twelve (12) hours per day, depending on the number of hours

employees are scheduled to work. 

Section 3.  Vacation Requests

All employees must submit in writing, to the Sheriff, the dates of desired vacation

prior to January 15  of each year.  Conflicts in scheduling will be resolved in favor of theth

most senior employee.  When a scheduling conflict occurs, all employees with less

seniority than the employees who received their date of desired vacations must resubmit

prior to February 15  of each year with final vacation dates posted by March 15  of eachth th

year. The Employer shall return a copy of the vacation request to the employee checked

either Approved or Denied.  At least twenty four (24) hours’ notice shall be given for a

period of not less than four (4) hours  leave for eight (8) hour employees or six (6) hours

leave for twelve (12) hour employees.   The Sheriff shall have the right to alter any
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schedule if he deems it to be in the best interest of the Department to do so.  No employee

shall be entitled to priority in selecting his vacation for more than eighty (80) hours for an

eight (8) hour employee or eighty four (84) hours for a twelve (12) hour employee in each

calendar year.  Once vacation scheduling is complete, for any given year, any employee

who successfully bids for a different shift resulting in a conflict in vacation scheduling shall

be required to reschedule his desired date of vacation to a different time that does not

create a conflict in scheduling and shall not be entitled to use seniority to displace another

less senior employee.  If an employee is forced to another shift after his vacation has been

approved, he shall not lose his requested vacation period, unless mutually agreed.

Section 4.  Accumulation

No employee may accumulate more than the equivalent of one (1) year of Vacation

Leave based on his or her years of service as set forth in Section 1 above to be carried

over from one fiscal year to the next.  After December 1, 2005, there will be no

accumulation of Vacation Leave and no compensation for unused Vacation Leave beyond

the equivalent of one (1) year of Vacation Leave.  The only time accumulated Vacation

Leave in excess of the equivalent of one (1) year of Vacation Leave could be carried over

to the next fiscal year would be if Vacation Leave was timely requested by the employee

and denied by the Employer.  In situations where there was a proper excess accumulation

of more than one (1) year of Vacation Leave, each fiscal year hereafter, any accumulated

Vacation Leave in excess of one (1) year shall be paid to each employee in a single, lump

sum payment with the second paycheck in December at the employee’s rate of pay in

effect as of the previous November 30th with the usual and customary deductions taken

for withholding, FICA, Medicare, IMRF and the like.  Employer shall provide each employee

with an analysis and explanation of the payment being made for purposes of verification.
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ARTICLE XIX

SICK LEAVE

Section 1.  Allowance

It is the policy of the Employer to provide protection for its employees against loss

of income because of illness.  Employees are encouraged to save as much sick leave time

as possible to meet serious illness situations.  Sick leave time is not intended to be used

for a one day vacation nor to be used to extend vacation periods or holidays. Any

employee contracting or incurring any non-service connected sickness or disability, which

renders such employee unable to perform the duties of his employment, shall receive sick

leave time with pay in accordance with this Agreement. 

Section 2.  Accumulation

Sick leave time will be granted at the rate of eight (8) hours or twelve (12) hours per

month of service, depending on the number of hours per day employees are scheduled to

work and employees may accumulate sick leave time up to one thousand four hundred

forty (1,440) hours.   Each fiscal year, any accumulated sick leave in excess of one

thousand four hundred forty (1,440) hours shall be paid to each employee in a single lump

sum payment with the second paycheck in December at the employee’s rate of pay in

effect as of the preceding November 30  with the usual and customary deductions takenth

for withholding, FICA, Medicare, IMRF and the like.  Employer shall provide each employee

with an analysis and explanation of the payment being made for purposes of verification.

Employees who work both eight (8) hour and twelve (12) hour shifts during the same

month shall have the number of hours of sick leave time that accrues pro-rated based on

the amount of time worked in each shift category.  Sick leave time may not be converted

into vacation leave.  If an employee's employment terminates, other than for disciplinary

reasons, the employee shall be compensated for unused accumulated sick leave time up

to one thousand four hundred forty (1440) hours in accordance with the following schedule:

(a) 0-7 years service------------------------------None

(b) 8-15 years service-------50% at his daily wage rate

(c) After 15 years service--100% at his daily wage rate
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Unused sick leave time in excess of one thousand four hundred forty (1,440) hours

shall not be compensated upon termination or retirement.  Compensation, if any, for

unused, accumulated sick leave time for termination not related to retirement shall be paid

to the Officer in a single, lump sum payment within thirty (30) days of the date of

termination with the usual and customary deductions taken for withholding, FICA,

Medicare, IMRF and the like. 

If retirement is the cause of termination or retirement is contemplated after receiving

compensation for unused sick leave time, unused sick leave compensation shall be

handled in one of two ways at the option of the Officer.  

If the Officer elects to retire and notifies IMRF accordingly in order to draw his IMRF

pension, compensation for unused, accumulated sick leave time shall be paid to the Officer

in the same manner and time interval and at an amount equal to his regular periodic

paycheck received at the time employment was terminated by retirement with the usual

and customary deductions taken for withholding, FICA, Medicare, IMRF to the extent

required, and the like until such time as the entire amount due has been paid.  This

employment termination caused by retirement shall be initiated by the Officer submitting

his written notice of intent to retire on a specific date to Employer and notification of IMRF.

The Officer in this situation will be responsible for paying the cost of his health insurance

beginning with the effective date of retirement.  Alternatively, an Officer who is

contemplating retirement may elect to go on a paid leave of absence, without police power,

turning in his uniforms, equipment, weapon, identification, and badge.  There will be no

additional accrual of holidays, sick leave time or vacation time nor will the Officer be

allowed a clothing or medical allowance from the date the paid leave of absence goes into

effect, but the Officer will be paid at the same rate of pay he would receive as if a full-time

officer on duty, including receiving the same other benefits such as IMRF contribution and

health insurance paid by the Employer in the same manner as other Officers.  This

termination of employment in contemplation of retirement resulting in a paid leave of

absence shall be initiated by the Officer submitting his written notice of intent to retire

effective on the appropriate specific date in the future determined by the number of unused

sick days for which compensation is to be paid.
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Once an Officer has elected to retire, utilizing either alternative set forth above, and

submits his written notice of intent to retire or intent to retire effective on the appropriate

specific date in the future, and Employer has initiated either sick leave compensation

process set forth above, the Officer's decision shall be irrevocable.  If the Officer desires

to be re-employed, he must comply with existing, established Merit Commission

procedures for new hires applying to fill a vacancy.  

Section 3.  Procedures

No employee will be permitted to take sick leave time if it has not yet been earned.

Sick leave shall be paid at full pay at the current rate of compensation.  

Sick leave may be utilized by employees when they are sufficiently ill so that good

judgment would determine it best not to report to work or in the event of injury not arising

out of or in the course of their employment and for routine medical and dental

appointments.  All foreseeable leave for such purposes shall require a specific approval

of the Sheriff.  In the event of sick leave for any purpose, the Sheriff may require the

certificate of a medical doctor giving information as to the circumstances involved.  

Employees who are working eight (8) consecutive hours of work when they miss a

day of work due to illness shall have eight (8) hours deducted from their accumulated sick

leave time and employees who are working twelve (12) consecutive hours of work when

they miss a day of work due to illness shall have twelve (12) hours deducted from their

accumulated sick leave time.

Employees who are unable to return to work upon expiration of sick leave benefits

and all other authorized benefit time must request a leave of absence without pay.  Non-

paid sick leave shall be equivalent to the total accumulated sick leave available on the first

day of illness, or thirty (30) calendar days, whichever is greater.  Failure to apply for a leave

of absence for extended illness upon expiration of all such benefits will result in automatic

termination.  

Any absence of three (3) working days or longer may require a physician's

statement of release and verification substantiating that the employee may return to work.

In addition, the Sheriff may request a physician's statement of verification of absence of
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shorter periods of time.  The Sheriff may also require the employee to be examined by a

physician of the Sheriff's choice at the expense of the Employer. 

Notice of an employee's desire to return to work after an extended illness must be

given to the Sheriff no less than twenty four (24) hours in advance. 

The Sheriff or any authorized authority may direct an employee who appears ill to

leave work to protect the health of other employees.  Compliance with such an order will

not be charged to sick leave for the first day.  

An employee shall be paid sick leave equivalent to the normally scheduled straight

time day.  

The Sheriff shall maintain a record of sick leave accrual, sick leave taken, and the

balance of sick leave allowance available for the individual employees.  

Section 4.  Abuse of Leave

Sufficient evidence of abuse of leave is subject to the disciplinary procedures of this

Agreement. 

Section 5. Personal Leave Days

Each employee shall be allowed to use two sick leave days each year as personal

leave days with pay, provided the advance approval of the Sheriff or his designee is

obtained, in which case a request for a personal leave day shall be given to the Sheriff at

least one (1) working day prior to the leave date being requested, if practicable.  Requests

for personal leave shall not be unreasonably denied but personal leave days shall be

granted to no more than one (1) employee per shift on any given day provided minimum

staffing levels are maintained for each shift.  Multiple requests for the same shift on the

same day shall be determined by the order of request on a first come, first serve basis.

The fact that Employer may have to pay overtime shall not be a sufficient basis for

reasonable denial of a request for a personal leave day.
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ARTICLE XX

LEAVES OF ABSENCE

Section 1.  Discretionary Leave

(a) The Sheriff may grant leaves of absence, without pay or salary, to

employees under his supervision for job related reasons (such as further

training or study), which will enable employees to perform their usual and

customary duties with greater efficiency and expertise, or for other valid

reasons (such as prolonged illness of the employee, his spouse, or his child

or children, or such as childbirth).  

(b) The Sheriff may assure an employee who is granted such leave, that the

employee's position, or job, will be restored to him at the conclusion of his

leave; provided, however, that the employee's employment by the Employer

might, and could be, terminated if, during the period of such leave, the

employee's position, or job, were to be eliminated by action of the County

Board of Livingston County, Illinois, or the enactment or amendment of State

or Federal legislation which results in the elimination of such position or job.

In that event, any person hired by the Employer to fill the employee's

position, or to perform his usual and customary duties during the employee's

leave will be discharged so as to permit such employee to resume his

employment by the Employer. 

(c) No leave shall be granted for a period exceeding one hundred eighty (180)

consecutive calendar days, nor shall any employee be granted a leave, or

leaves, totaling more than one hundred eighty (180) days in a given calendar

year without the approval of both the Finance Committee and the County

Officers Committee of the County Board of Livingston County, Illinois, being

first obtained.
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Section 2.  Absence Due to Death in Immediate Family

(a) In the event of the death of an immediate family member, an employee shall

be permitted to be absent from his job for an appropriate number of days up

to three (3) days with supervisor approval, and for each such day's absence,

the employee shall receive compensation at his normal rate of pay.  If the

employee desires to be absent for more than three (3) days, he may utilize

previously earned, unused, vacation days and receive compensation for

each such additional day's absence at his normal rate of pay, provided that

his immediate superior approves such additional absence.  

(b) Any absence to attend the funeral of anyone who is not a member of an

employee's immediate family may be arranged with the Sheriff, without pay,

but previously earned and unused vacation days may be utilized in such

case with the consent of the Sheriff. 

(c) A member of the immediate family shall be defined to be any employee's

current spouse (or the current spouse's) mother, father, daughter or son

(including step or adopted), sister or brother (including half or step),

grandparent or grandchild.  

Section 3.  Jury Duty

An employee required to serve on a grand jury or petit jury shall be granted leave

for a period required to serve on such jury without loss of pay.  Such employees shall sign

a waiver of any compensation otherwise due them for serving on such jury.  

Section 4.  Family and Medical Leave of Absence (FMLA)

(a) General Policy.  Eligible employees may take up to 12 work weeks 
of unpaid FMLA leave in a 12-month period for specified family and 
medical reasons.  The 12-month period is measured forward from 
the date an employee’s first FMLA leave begins.

(b) Eligibility.  Employees are eligible if they have worked for a covered
employer for at least one year, for 1,250 hours over the previous 12
months, and if at least 50 employees are employed by the 
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employer within 75 miles.

(c) Conditions Triggering Leave.  FMLA leave may be taken for the 
following reasons:

(i) For incapacity due to pregnancy, prenatal medical care, or 
child birth;

(ii) To care for the employee’s child after birth, or placement for
adoption or foster care;

(iii) To care for the employee’s spouse, son or daughter, or
parent, who has a serious health condition; or

(iv) For a serious health condition that makes the employee 
unable to perform employee’s job.

Federal law specifies employee eligibility for leave and provides 
certain limitations and conditions.  Spouse who both work for the 
county may only take a combined total of twelve (12) weeks for the
birth or placement of a child.  However, each employee may use 
the remainder of his/her individual FMLA leave for other allowable
reasons.

(d) Definition of Serious Health Condition.  For the purposes of this
policy, a serious health condition is an illness, injury, impairment,
or physical or mental condition that involves either an overnight
staying in a medical care facility, or continuing treatment by a
healthcare provider for a condition that either prevents the 
employee from performing the functions of the employee’s job,
or prevents the qualified family member from participating in
school or other daily activities.

Subject to certain conditions, the continuing treatment requirement
may be met by a period of incapacity of more than 3 consecutive
calendar days combined with at least two visits to a health care
provider or one visit and a regimen of continuing treatment, or
incapacity due to pregnancy, or incapacity due to a chronic 

condition.  Other conditions may meet the definition of continuing

treatment.
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(e) Calculation of FMLA Leave.  Eligible employees may receive up to
12 workweeks of unpaid leave during the 12-month period 
measured forward from the date an employee’s first FMLA leave 
begins.  FMLA leave for the birth or placement of a child for 
adoption or foster care must be concluded within 12 months of the
birth or placement of the child.

(f) Intermittent Leave.  Eligible employees may take FMLA 
intermittently or on a reduced hour basis when medically necessary
for the employee’s own or immediate family member’s serious 
health condition.  Leave due to qualifying exigencies may also be
taken on an intermittent basis.  intermittent leave is not permitted
for a birth of a child, to care for a newly born child, or for placement
of a child for adoption or foster care.  Where an employee requests
intermittent leave or leave on a reduced hours basis due to an
immediate family member’s or the employee’s own serious health
condition, the County has the option, in its sole discretion, to 
require the employee to transfer to a temporary alternative job (with
equivalent pay and benefits) for which the employee is qualified 
and which better accommodates the intermittent leave or reduced
hours leave than the employee’s regular job.

(g) Use of Accrued Paid Leave.  Employees must first use their 
available paid time off (vacation, sick leave, etc.) during the leave
period.  When an employee has taken all available accrued paid
leave, any additional leave under this policy will be unpaid.

(h) Requesting Leave and Designation of Leave.  FMLA leave may be
initiated by the employee or the County.  To request FMLA leave
employees should complete a Request for Leave form and submit
it to Human Resources.  In certain circumstances, the County may
designate an absence as FMLA even if the employee did not 
request FMLA.

(i) Notification by Employee.  When the need for leave is foreseeable
(such as the birth or placement of a child and certain medical
treatments), the employee must notify the County at least 30 days

in advance of the requested leave.  When the need for leave is
not foreseeable, the employee must give notice as soon as 
practicable.  Failure to provide timely notification may result in 
delay or denial of leave.  Employees must provide sufficient
information for the employer to determine if the leave may qualify
for FMLA protection and the anticipated timing and duration of the



Page 41

leave.  Sufficient information may include that the employee is 
unable to perform job functions, the family member is unable to
perform daily activities, the need for hospitalization or continuing
treatment by a health care provider, or circumstances supporting
the need for military family leave.  Employees also must inform the
the employer if the requested leave is for a reason for which FMLA
leave was previously taken or certified.

(j) Certification.  Employees may be required to provide a certification
and periodic re-certification from a health care provider supporting
the need for leave.  The employee must provide a copy of the
certification in a timely manner (fifteen calendar days).  All 
appropriate information must be provided on the certification;
employees must provide additional required information when 
requested.  Under certain circumstances, the County may require
second or third medical opinions and periodic re-certifications.  
Failure to comply with these requirements may result in delay or
denial of leave.

(k) Benefits.  Employees taking leave under this policy who participate
in the County’s group health plan may continue coverage under the
plan on the same terms as if they had continued work, with the 
County paying its portion of the premiums and the employee 
paying his or her portion.  Failure of the employee to pay his or her
share of the health insurance premium may result in loss of
coverage.  If an employee fails to return to work from FLMA leave,
the County reserves the right to recover reimbursement for the
employer-paid portion of benefits coverage, unless the employee
fails to return due to the continuation, recurrence, or onset of a
serious health condition or circumstances beyond his or her 
control.  Use of FMLA leave cannot result in the loss of any 
employment benefit that accrued prior to the start of an employee’s
leave.

(l) Return to Work.  Upon returning from FMLA leave, most 
employees must be restored to their original position or to an 
equivalent position with equivalent pay, benefits, and other
employment terms.
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Section 5. Military Leave

The parties agree to abide by State and Federal Law as it relates to Military Leave

and Benefits.  The parties may, through contract or policy, provide additional benefits but

shall not diminish any current statutory benefits.

Section 6. Personal Leave of Absence

(a) The Employer will consider requests for personal leaves of absences from
                  employees who have at least twelve (12) months of continuous service.  The

County provides personal leaves of absence in certain circumstances for
family emergency situations or highly unusual circumstances not covered by
FMLA or other provisions of leave policies.  Whether a personal leave of
absence is granted will be at the sole discretion of the Employer.

(b)      Personal leave may be granted for a period of up to 12 weeks each calendar
                   year or until appropriate benefit time has been exhausted whichever results

in the greater period of time.  Employees must submit a request for leave of
absence in writing to their department official at least 30 days in advance,
whenever the need for leave is foreseeable.  If the need for leave is not
foreseeable, employees must request leave as soon as practicable.

(c) At the end of the month in which the employee exhausts vacation, comp time,
personal, and sick time while taking leave under this policy, the employee will
become responsible for the full costs of health insurance if they wish
coverage to continue.

(d) Benefit accruals, such as vacation and sick time and seniority credit will be
suspended during the unpaid portion of leave under this policy and will
resume upon return to active employment.

(e) Reasonable effort will be made to return the employee to the same position,
if it is available, or to a similar available position for which the employee is
qualified.  However, approval of leave does not guarantee job reinstatement
in all cases.

(f) Employees who fail to return to work without notification upon the expiration
of the leave of absence will be considered to have resigned as of the last day
of the leave of absence.

(g) Job reinstatement is not guaranteed with a Personal Leave of Absence.  If
the employee’s job has been filled or eliminated, the employee may apply for
other open positions with the County for which he or she is qualified.  If no
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such position is available when the employee returns to work, the employee
may be terminated from employment.

Section 7.  School Visitation Leave

(a) Employees who have exhausted all paid time off (except sick leave) may
have unpaid time off to attend school conferences and activities of their child.
Under this section, “child” includes biological, adopted, foster, stepchild of the
employee, and/or gal wards of the employee.

(b) To be eligible for leave under this section, employees must have been
employed by the County at least 6 months working at least half time. 
Employees must provide at least 7 days advance notice of the need for leave
under this section whenever possible.  Employees must provide at least 24
hours notice in an emergency situation.

(c) Employees may request up to 8 hours leave per school year under this
section.  However, no more than 4 hours of school visitation leave may be
taken in any one day.  Upon return from the leave, employees must provide
documentation to the Employer from the school verifying the date and time
of the visit.

ARTICLE XXI

HOURS OF WORK/OVERTIME

Section 1.  Work Day

Commencing with the pay period beginning on August 1, 2005, certain employees

as set forth below will work eight (8) consecutive hours within a twenty-four (24) hour

period and other employees will begin working twelve (12) consecutive hours within a

twenty-four (24) hour period. 

Eight (8) consecutive hours of work within a twenty four (24) hour period constitutes

the regular work day with sixteen (16) hour periods between regularly scheduled eight (8)

hour shifts for detectives, special assignment positions set forth in Article XV, Section 8,

and town contracts, hereinafter referred to as “eight (8) hour employees.”  This sixteen (16)

hour period between regularly scheduled eight (8) hour shifts shall not apply to call out,

overtime or emergencies.  

Twelve (12) consecutive hours of work within a twenty-four (24) hour period

constitutes the regular work day with twelve (12) hour periods between regularly scheduled
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twelve (12) hour shifts for all other employees, hereinafter referred to as “twelve (12) hour

employees.” 

Section 2.  Work Period

Eight (8) hour employees shall be scheduled to work or credited with holidays,

vacation leave or compensatory time for a total of forty (40) hours in a seven (7) day work

period computed from Monday to Sunday.  All time in excess of forty (40) hours, including

sick leave time, in the normal work period of seven (7) days shall be compensated as

provided in Section 3.  Eight (8) hour employees shall report on duty by radio at the start

of their scheduled tour of duty.  

Twelve (12) hour employees shall be scheduled to work or credited with holidays,

vacation leave or compensatory time for a total of eighty four (84) hours in a fourteen (14)

day work period computed from Monday to the second subsequent Sunday.  All time in

excess of eighty four (84) hours, including sick leave time, in the normal work period of

fourteen (14) days shall be compensated as provided in Section 3.  Twelve (12) hour

employees shall report on duty by radio at the start of their scheduled tour of duty. 

Section 3.  Overtime Payment

All overtime must be pre-approved by a supervisor.  Each eight (8) hour employee

who works in excess of forty (40) hours per work period and each twelve (12) hour

employee who works in excess of eight-four (84) hours per work period, whether of an

emergency nature or non-emergency nature, shall receive one and one-half (1½) times

their actual hourly rate of pay for work performed.  The hourly rate of pay for each eight (8)

hour employee and twelve (12) hour employee shall be the same.  Sick leave time shall

be included in computing the forty (40) hours or eighty four (84) hours per work or credit

period.  Compensatory time may be paid in lieu of overtime payment if the employee in his

discretion so elects at the time overtime is worked.  Compensatory time will be calculated

at the same rate as overtime pay.  The overtime rate shall be computed on the basis of

completed fifteen (15) minute segments.  Notwithstanding the above provisions concerning

overtime payment, the following restriction shall apply:



Page 45

Overtime immediately following an eight (8) hour shift for eight (8) hour employees

or immediately following a twelve (12) hour shift for twelve (12) hour employees

shall be compensated by one and one-half (1½) compensatory time for the first

Fifty-Nine (59) minutes worked.  Sixty (60) minutes or more of time worked

immediately following an eight (8) hour or twelve (12) hour shift will be compensated

at the employees' choice of either one and one-half (1½) times of their actual hourly

rate of pay or compensatory time.  Whether the time worked following an eight (8)

hour or twelve (12) hour shift qualifies as overtime will be determined at the end of

the seven (7) day work period for eight (8) hour employees and the end of the

fourteen (14) day work period for twelve (12) hour employees.  If the time worked

following an eight (8) hour or twelve (12) hour work day qualifies as overtime,

whether the employee is entitled to compensation based upon one and one-half

(1½) his daily wage rate or one and one-half (1½) compensatory time shall be

determined by the amount of time worked immediately following each eight (8) hour

or twelve hour shift.  For example, if an employee works 30 minutes of overtime

after one eight (8) hour or twelve (12) hour shift and 30 minutes of overtime after the

following eight (8) hour or twelve hour shift, at the end of the seven (7) day or

fourteen (14) day work period he would be entitled to only compensatory time for

the overtime worked on both days.  If this same employee works 30 minutes of

overtime one day and 60 minutes of overtime the next day, at the end of the seven

(7) day or fourteen (14) day work period, he would be entitled to compensatory time

for 30 minutes of overtime and payment for 60 minutes of overtime at the rate set

forth above.  

In the event an emergency is declared by the Sheriff, employees shall continue on

duty for such number of hours as may be necessary. 

Section 4.  Voluntary Non-shift Work

Work created by a shortage of help due to illness, injury or training of an employee

scheduled to work an assigned shift during a regular work day where the Employer does

not order the employee to return to work on a call out and where the employee is given the
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opportunity to work and voluntarily accepts the extra work, shall be compensated at the

employee's regular daily wage rate or compensatory time if the employee has not worked

forty (40) hours during the seven (7) day work period for eight (8) hour employees or eighty

four (84) hours during the fourteen (14) day work period for twelve (12) hour employees,

or the employee's choice of either one and one-half (1½) times his or her actual hourly rate

of pay or compensatory time if the employee has worked forty (40) hours in the seven (7)

day work period if an eight (8) hour employee or eighty four (84) hours in the fourteen (14)

day work period if a twelve (12) hour employee.  An employee may refuse voluntary

overtime which shall not be subject to the five (5) day notice required by Article IV(k)(3) and

shall be limited to all shift work and town assignments.  

Voluntary overtime shall be handled in the following manner: 

(a) A list of those interested in working voluntary overtime and the times that he

or she is available to work overtime will be provided by FOP Lodge #186 on

a monthly basis on the first day of each month;

(b) All voluntary overtime will be taken from this list on an equal distribution of

offers to work, except for emergency situations which require immediate

response. 

Section 5.  Meal Periods and Breaks

Each employee shall be allowed a thirty (30) minute meal period per tour of duty.

This meal period shall be considered out of service time during which the employee shall

be subject only to priority calls.  Employees will be allowed to take reasonable periodic

coffee breaks as long as they are not out of service and properly perform their

assignments.

Section 6.  Call Out

A call out is defined as an official assignment of work which does not continuously

follow an employee's regularly scheduled working hours.  Employees reporting back to the

Employer's premises at a specified time on a regularly scheduled work day or day off shall
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be compensated for two (2) hours at the approximate overtime rate or be compensated for

the actual time worked, whichever is greater, at the overtime rate.  

Each weekend, Saturday and Sunday, one detective who is on call shall receive one

(1) hour of compensatory for each of the two days of the weekend he or she is on call.

Section 7.  Court Time

Employees covered by this Agreement required to attend court outside their

regularly scheduled work hours shall be compensated at the overtime rate with a minimum

of two (2) hours.  

Section 8.  Use of Compensatory Time

The scheduling of compensatory time off, whether for holidays or overtime, must be

approved by the Sheriff.  The current practice of requesting paid leave shall continue in full

force and effect.  

Section 9.  Effective Date

Article XXI as set forth herein shall be effective beginning August 1, 2005.

Section 10.  Accumulation of Compensatory Time

No more than forty (40) hours of Compensatory Time may be accumulated and

carried over from one fiscal year to the next by an employee.  Each fiscal year any

accumulated Compensatory Time in excess of forty (40) hours shall be paid to each

employee in a single, lump sum payment with the second pay check in December at the

employee’s rate of pay in effect the preceding November 30  with the usual and customaryth

deductions taken for withholding, FICA, Medicare, IMRF and the like.  Employer shall

provide each employee with an analysis and explanation of the payment being made for

purposes of verification. 
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ARTICLE XXII

COMPENSATION/ALLOWANCES

Section 1.  Wages

Effective December 1, 2010, and for the term of this Agreement, employees shall

receive wages pursuant to Exhibit D which is attached hereto and made a part hereof by

reference.  Exhibit D has step increases for each year of service with each employee to

receive a step increase on the employee’s anniversary date of hire and subsequent annual

increases consisting of three percent (3%) to the base pay of each employee commencing

December 1, 2010, and three percent (3%) to the base pay of each employee commencing

December 1, 2011, and three percent (3%) to the base pay of each employee commencing

December 1, 2012.  The base pay shall be the amounts set forth on Exhibit D and shall not

include any additional amounts paid to proactive unit members, detectives, sergeants and

lieutenants by virtue of their assignment or rank.  Exhibit D has twenty-seven (27) steps

and any employee who works more than twenty-seven (27) years shall no longer receive

a step increase on the employee’s anniversary date of hire but shall receive an annual

increase only. 

Section 2.  Starting Wage

(a) Employees hired after December 1, 2010, shall be hired at the starting base

pay set forth in Exhibit D;

(b) Any employee hired as a sworn peace officer that is pre-certified by the Law

Enforcement Training Standards Board may, at the discretion of Employer, be hired with

the starting pay set forth up to Step 3 of Exhibit D.  Seniority within the bargaining unit shall

still be determined by Article XV set forth above.

Section 3.  Detective, Lieutenant and Sergeant Pay

(a) In addition to the wages set forth on Exhibit D, employees assigned to

detective duty or to the proactive unit shall receive an additional One Thousand Four

Hundred Dollars ($1,400.00) per year paid on a pro-rata basis bi-weekly;

(b) In addition to the wages set forth on Exhibit D, employees who have attained

the rank of sergeant shall receive an additional Three Thousand Five Hundred Dollars

($3,500.00) per year paid on a pro-rata basis bi-weekly;
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(c) In addition to the wages set forth on Exhibit D, employees who have attained

the rank of lieutenant shall receive an additional Four Thousand Five Hundred Dollars

($4,500.00) per year paid on a pro-rata basis bi-weekly; 

(d) An employee who is both a detective and a member of the proactive unit shall

receive only the additional One Thousand Four Hundred Dollars ($1,400.00) per year

detective pay.  An employee who is both a detective or a member of the proactive unit and

a sergeant or lieutenant shall not receive the additional One Thousand Four Hundred

Dollars ($1,400.00) per year detective or proactive pay but shall receive only the additional

sergeant’s pay or lieutenant’s pay;

(e) An employee who previously was a sergeant and is promoted to lieutenant

will receive only the lieutenant’s pay, not a combination of the previously received

sergeant’s pay and lieutenant’s pay;

(f) The step increase and annual increase to base pay shall not apply to the

additional amount paid to detectives, proactive unit members, sergeants and lieutenants

pursuant to this section.

Section 4.  Uniform and Medical Expense

Employees in the bargaining unit shall receive an Eight Hundred Fifty Dollars

($850.00) annual clothing allowance and a Nine Hundred Dollars ($900.00) annual medical

and health-related expense allowance to be disbursed by a voucher system through the

Employer in accordance with past practice for the exclusive use and benefit of the

employee.  Except for employees assigned to detective duty, the clothing allowance shall

apply only to uniforms or other accouterments for use while on duty and shall not include

underwear, socks or other items of clothing that can be worn while not on duty.  Employer

will set up accounts with local merchants and arrange for any available discounts for

detectives and other special assignment employees who do not wear uniforms.

Employees may use more than the Eight Hundred Dollars ($800.00) allotted for clothing

but cannot use more than the Eight Fifty Hundred Dollars ($850.00) allotted for medical

and health-related expenses.  It is the intent of this provision with relation to the medical

and health-related expenses allowance to cover those expenses of the employee not

otherwise paid by the health insurance including deductibles and that portion of the

employee health insurance premium not paid by the Employer and shall not apply to similar
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expenses or deductibles incurred for services or benefits provided to a spouse, child,

stepchild or any other third party.  Any amounts of allowances in either category set forth

above not used during a year shall be carried over to the following year in the same

category and added to the amount of allowances available for use by the employee in the

following year.  Employees shall not be able to transfer carryover allowances to a different

category of allowance.  Upon termination of employment for any reason, any unused

allowances shall be forfeited. 

Section 5.  Damaged Apparel Account

The Employer shall create a damaged apparel account and from this account will

replace those items of clothing, uniforms and equipment damaged beyond repair in the line

of duty.  The employee shall not be expected to exhaust his clothing allowance prior to

qualifying for the benefits of this provision.  The Employer shall pay up to $100.00 for an

employee's damaged watch and will replace or pay the cost of replacement glasses or

contact lenses damaged beyond repair in the line of duty. 

Section 6.  Field Training Officer Compensation

An employee assigned as a Field Training Officer (FTO) shall receive one and one-

half (1½) hours of compensatory time per day while assigned a trainee on a twelve (12)

hour shift and one (1) hour of compensatory time per day if assigned a trainee on an eight

(8) hour shift.

ARTICLE XXIII

INSURANCE AND PENSION

Section 1.  Insurance

The current coverage for Health and Life Insurance shall remain in full force and

effect during the length of the contract.  In the event such coverage is canceled through

no fault of Employer, the Employer agrees to provide at least the same premium dollar it

is providing now in replacing the Health and Life Insurance plan. 
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Section 2.  Pensions

Employer shall continue to contribute on behalf of the employees to the Illinois

Municipal Retirement Fund in the amount the Employer is required to contribute by State

Statute.  

Section 3.  Survivor’s Insurance Coverage

Employer shall provide the current coverage for Health and Life Insurance to the

spouse and/or the dependent minor child or children of any employee who is killed in the

line of duty.  This Health and Life Insurance coverage shall be at no cost to the surviving

spouse and/or the dependent minor child or children and shall continue until the spouse

dies, remarries or cohabits with another person on a resident, continuing conjugal basis

and shall continue for the dependent minor child or children until emancipation or reaching

the age of majority at age eighteen (18), whichever shall occur first. 

ARTICLE XXIV

LABOR MANAGEMENT/SAFETY COMMITTEE

Section 1.  Labor Management Conferences

The Lodge and the Employer mutually agree that in the interest of efficient

management and harmonious employee relations, it is desirable that meetings be held

between Lodge representatives and responsible administrative representatives of the

Employer.  Such meetings may be requested at least forty eight (48) hours in advance by

either party by placing in writing a request to the other for a labor-management conference

and expressly providing the agenda for such meeting.  Such meetings and locations shall

be limited to:  

(a) Discussion of the implementation and general administration of this

Agreement;

(b) A sharing of general information of interest to the parties;

(c) Notifying the Lodge of changes in non-bargaining conditions of employment

contemplated by the Employer which may affect employees;

(d) Discussion of potential grievances on a non-binding basis to attempt to

adjust such grievances and to discuss procedures to avoid further

grievances;



Page 52

(e) Items concerning safety issues;

(f) Items concerning training issues;

(g) Extension of shift change requested by employee for personal reasons for

an additional period of time not to exceed fifteen (15) days.

The Employer and the Lodge agree to cooperate with each other in matters of the

administration of this Agreement, and to the degree that standards of law enforcement can

be maintained for the maximum protection of the citizens of the State of Illinois. 

To effectuate the purposes and intent of the parties, both parties agree to meet as

necessary.

Section 2.  Integrity of Grievance Procedure

It is expressly understood and agreed that such meetings shall be exclusive of the

grievance procedure.  Grievances being processed under the grievance procedure shall

not be discussed in detail at labor-management conferences, and any such discussions

of a potential grievance shall be non-binding on either party and solely for the purpose of

exploring alternatives to avoid such grievances and such grievance discussion shall only

be held by mutual agreement of the Employer and the Lodge, nor shall negotiations for the

purpose of altering any or all of the terms of this Agreement be carried on at such

meetings.

Section 3.  Safety Issues

Any report or recommendation which may be prepared by the Lodge or the

Employer as a direct result of a labor-management conference discussion will be in writing

and copies shall be submitted to the Employer and the Lodge.  

Section 4.  Defects

The Employer recognizes its obligation to provide safe equipment and vehicles to

the employees and to take such reasonable steps to protect the health and safety of

employees during their work hours and in the performance of their duties as are mutually

agreed between the Lodge and the Employer.  No employee shall be required to use any

equipment that the Employer and the Lodge mutually agree is defective because of a

disabling condition.  When an assigned department vehicle has a disabling defect as
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mutually agreed between the Lodge and the Employer or is in violation of the law, the

employee may notify his supervisor, complete required reports and follow the patrol

commander's direction relative to requesting repair, replacement or the continued

operation of said vehicle.  

Section 5.  Lodge Representatives Attendance

When absence from work is required to attend a labor-management conference,

Lodge members shall, before leaving their work station, give reasonable notice and receive

approval from, their supervisor in order to remain in pay status.  Supervisors shall approve

the absence except in emergency situations.  Lodge members attending such conferences

shall be limited to three (3).  Travel expenses associated with any labor-management

conferences shall be the responsibility of the employee.  

ARTICLE XXV

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 1.  Work Rules

Work rules of the Livingston County Sheriff which are not in conflict with this

Agreement shall continue in full force and effect. 

Section 2.  Bulletin Boards

The Employer shall provide the Lodge with designated space on available bulletin

boards, or provide bulletin boards on a reasonable basis, where none are available for

purposes of the Lodge.  

Section 3. Livingston County Personnel Policy Manuel

The following provisions of the Livingston County Personnel Policy Manuel as set

forth in the attached Exhibit E shall be incorporated by reference as a part of this

Agreement:

(a) 11-3 Anti-Harassment and Complaint Procedure

(b) 11-7 Electronic Communications

(c) 11-16 Confidential Information

(d) 11-17 Conflicts of Interest

(e) 11-18 Outside Employment
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(f) 11-19 Working Off-Premises

Section 4. Residency

All employees in the bargaining unit shall be required to reside within forty (40) miles

of the Livingston County Public Safety Complex located at 844 West Lincoln Street,

Pontiac, Illinois, 61764 (“Complex”).  A newly hired employee shall have twelve (12)

months from the date of hire to comply with this residency requirement.

Those employees who reside within the corporate boundaries of Livingston County,

Illinois (“County”) shall be able to drive the squad car assigned to them by the Sheriff to

and from their personal residence, beginning and ending their shift at their residence in the

manner of past practice by reporting their status by radio to a dispatcher.

Those employees who reside within the forty (40) mile limit set forth above, but

outside the corporate boundaries of the County will not be allowed to drive the squad car

assigned to them by the Sheriff to and from their personal residence unless permitted to

do so by the Sheriff or his designee because of an emergency or other special

circumstance of a non-reoccurring nature.  These employees, including newly hired

employees not residing within the corporate boundaries of the County, shall report for duty

and procure their assigned squad car at the Complex at the beginning of their shift,

returning the squad car to the Complex at the end of their shift.

Section 5. Social Network Policy

The Social Network Policy as set forth in the attached Exhibit F shall be

incorporated by reference as a part of this Agreement.

ARTICLE XXVI

DRUG AND ALCOHOL TESTING

Section 1.  Statement of County Policy

It is the policy of the Employer that the public has the reasonable right to expect

persons employed by it to be free from the effects and drugs and alcohol.  The Employer

has the right to expect its employees to report for work fit and able for duty.
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Section 2.  Prohibitions

Employees shall be prohibited from:

(a) Consuming or possessing alcohol (unless in accordance with duty

requirements) or illegal drugs at any time during the work day or anywhere

on any Employer premises or job sites, including all County buildings,

properties, vehicles and the employee's personal vehicle while engaged in

County business; 

(b) Illegally possessing, using, selling, purchasing or delivery any illegal drug at

any time;

(c) Failing to report to their supervisor any known adverse side effects of

medication or prescription drugs they are taking which they are informed has

the potential to impair job performance;

(1) The employee shall advise employee’s supervisor of the known side

effects of such medication and the prescribed period of use;

(2) Supervisors shall document this information through the use of an

internal memorandum and maintain this memorandum in a secured

file;

(3) The employee may temporarily be reassigned to other duties, where

appropriate.

(d) From being under the influence of alcohol or illegal drugs at any time during

the work day or anywhere on any Employer premises or job sites, including

all County  buildings, properties, vehicles and the employee's personal

vehicle while engaged in County business;

(e) Any employee who unintentionally ingests, or is made to ingest a drug,

controlled substance or alcohol shall immediately report the incident to their

supervisor so that appropriate medical steps may be taken to ensure the

employee’s health and safety;

(f) Any employee having a reasonable basis to believe that another employee

is illegally using or in possession of any controlled substance or drug or is

under the influence of alcohol shall immediately report the facts and

circumstances to their supervisor. 
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Section 3.  Applicant Drug and Alcohol Testing

(a) Applicants for a position covered by this Agreement shall be required and will

be notified in writing that they must take a drug and alcohol test as a

condition of employment consideration.  They will be notified further that the

Employer conducts random drug testing of all employees covered by this

Agreement and that refusal to take such a test will constitute grounds for

termination of employment;

(b) The test should be administered on the basis of a conditional offer of

employment as determined by the Sheriff or his designee;

(c) Applicants shall be disqualified from further consideration for employment

should they refuse to submit to a required drug and alcohol test or fail a drug

and alcohol test;

Section 4.  Reasonable Suspicion Drug and Alcohol Testing

(a) A supervisor may request the Sheriff or his designee to order a drug and

alcohol test of any employee when there is reasonable suspicion to believe

the employee is under the influence of or abuses a drug, controlled

substance or alcohol;

(b) A summary of the facts supporting the request shall be forwarded to the

Sheriff or his designee and a summary of pertinent facts provided to the

employee prior to conducting any test;

(c) Reasonable suspicion to request a drug and alcohol test is based on a

totality of circumstances that include, but are not limited to: 

(1) Abnormal conduct or aberrant behavior; 

(2) Information provided by reliable and credible sources; and/or 

(3) Observed difficulty or unusual speech, concentration, movement or

the behavior characteristics symptomatic of controlled substance

and/or alcohol usage. 

(d) An employee under reasonable suspicion may be removed from duty

pending the outcome of a drug and alcohol test. 
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Section 5.  Random Drug and Alcohol Testing

The Sheriff may institute random drug testing.  The members of the bargaining unit

shall have their identifiers placed in a pool of employees composed of all Sheriffs’ Office

bargaining units and the Court Services personnel.  At any time random drug testing is

initiated, those employees to be tested shall be chosen using random sampling methods

mutually agreed to by the parties, from the established pool of employees, which shall not

exceed ten (10) employees per year.  The Lodge has the right to have one (1)

representative from each FOP bargaining unit present at the random drawing.  Upon

completion of the testing, the names of the persons tested shall return to the pool from

which the next random sampling is chosen. 

Any employee whose identifier has been chosen for the random test, who is not on-

duty, shall report for testing during his immediate next shift or immediately prior to or after

said shift as determined by the Sheriff or his designee. 

Probationary officers may be tested at any time during their probationary period,

including testing prior to appointment as a full time deputy sheriff.  Nothing in this

Agreement shall limit the right of the Sheriff to conduct such tests of persons seeking

employment as a deputy prior to their date of hire. 

Any employee who discloses the identity of another employee selected for random

testing, that a random selection is scheduled or the date of which specimens will be

collected is subject to disciplinary action.  No employee who has been selected for random

drug and alcohol testing and successfully passed the test may be tested more than two (2)

times during a period of one year from the date of the first test.  If such an employee is

again selected for random testing, the employee shall not again be tested for a period of

one year from the date of the first test although his name shall return to the pool from

which the next random sampling is chosen and shall not count toward the limitation of

employees to be tested each year. 

Section 6.  Other Drug and Alcohol Testing

Employer shall have the right to require an employee to submit to alcohol or drug

testing as set forth in this Agreement following (i) on-duty vehicle accidents involving

damage to property exceeding Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) or injury to any person; and

(ii) shootings and other critical incidents as determined by Employer. 
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Section 7.  Tests to be Conducted

In conducting the testing authorized by this Agreement, the Employer shall:

(a) Use only a clinical laboratory or hospital facility that is licensed by the State

of Illinois;

(b) Establish a chain of custody procedure for both the sample collection and

testing that will insure the integrity of the identity of each name and test

result.  No employee covered by this Agreement, other than persons

assigned to internal affairs investigations, shall be permitted at any time to

become a part of such chain of custody;

(c) Collect samples in such a manner as to insure a high degree of security for

the sample and its freedom from adulteration;

(d) Require that with regard to alcohol testing, for the purpose of determining

whether the employee is under the influence of alcohol, test results that show

an alcohol concentration of .02 or more based upon the grams of alcohol per

100 milliliters of blood be considered positive;

(e) Collect a sufficient sample of the same bodily fluid or material from an

employee to allow for initial screening and a confirmatory test;

(f) In any situation where the same tests positive in an initial screening for

drugs, a confirmation test of the second portion of the same sample by gas

chromatography mass spectrometry (GCMS) shall be performed. The

Employer shall pay the costs of the GCMS test;

(g) Provide each employee tested with a copy of all information and reports

received by the Employer in connection with the testing and the results;

(h) Insure that no employee is the subject of any adverse employment action

except temporary reassignment of relief from duty with pay during the

pendency of any testing procedure.  Any such temporary reassignment or

relief from duty shall be immediately discontinued in the event of a negative

test result;

(i) Where the employee appears unable or unwilling to give a specimen at the

time of the test, testing personnel shall document the circumstances on the

drug test report form;
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(1) Reasonable amounts of water may be given to the employee to

encourage urination;

(2) The employee shall be permitted a reasonable amount of time to give

a sample, during which the employee shall remain in the testing area

under observation;

(3) Failure to submit a sample shall be considered a refusal to submit to

a drug test.

(j) Whenever there is a reason to believe that the employee may have altered

or substituted the specimen to be provided, a second specimen shall be

obtained immediately under direct observation of the testing personnel.

Section 8.  Right to Consent

The Lodge and/or an employee, with or without the Lodge, shall have the right to

file a grievance pursuant to this Agreement only concerning the administration of tests, the

significance and accuracy of the tests, the consequences of the testing or results of any

other alleged violation of this Agreement.  Such grievances shall be commenced at Step

2 of the grievance procedure.

Section 9.  Voluntary Requests for Assistance

The Employer shall take no adverse employment action against an employee who

voluntarily seeks treatment, counseling or other support for an alcohol or drug related

problem prior to the time an employee is selected for random testing or ordered to submit

to reasonable suspicion testing, other than the Employer may require reassignment of the

employee with pay if he is then unfit for duty in his current assignment.  All such requests

shall be confidential and only information received by Employer, through whatever means,

shall not be used in any manner adverse to the employee’s interests except reassignment

as described above.

Section 10.  Discipline

In the first instance that an employee tests positive on both the initial and the

confirmatory test for non-reported or abused prescription drugs or is found under the

influence of alcohol, they may be subject to up to ten (10) days’ disciplinary suspension
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without pay solely for the positive test result.  Any employee who tests positive for the

presence of illegal drugs shall be subject to discipline up to and including immediate

discharge.

All employees who voluntarily seek assistance with drug and/or alcohol-related

problems for the first time prior to being selected for random testing or prior to being

ordered to submit to reasonable suspicion testing, shall not be subject to any disciplinary

or other adverse employment action by the Employer unless charged with a criminal

offense.  The foregoing is conditioned upon:

(a) The employee agreeing to appropriate treatment as determined by the

Employer;

(b) The employee discontinues his use of illegal drugs or abuse of alcohol;

(c) The employee completes the course of treatment prescribed, including an

"after care" group for a period of up to twelve (12) months;

(d) The employee agrees to submit to random testing during hours of work

during the period of "after care" for a period of up to twelve (12) months.

Employees who do not agree or who do not act in accordance with the foregoing,

or who test positive a second or subsequent time for the presence of illegal drugs or

alcohol during the hours of work shall be subject to discharge.  

The foregoing shall not be construed as an obligation on the part of the Employer

to retain an employee on active status throughout the period of rehabilitation if it is

appropriately determined that the employee's current use of alcohol or drugs prevents such

individual from performing the duties of a deputy sheriff whose continuance or active status

would constitute a direct threat to the property or safety of others.  Such employees shall

be afforded the opportunity to use accumulated sick leave or take an unpaid leave of

absence, at the employee's option, pending treatment.  
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ARTICLE XXVII

SAVINGS CLAUSE

If any provision of this Agreement or any application thereof should be rendered or

declared unlawful, invalid or unenforceable by virtue of any judicial action, or by any

existing or subsequently enacted Federal or State legislation, or by Executive Order or

other competent authority, the remaining provisions of this Agreement shall remain in full

force and effect.  In such event, upon the request of either party, the parties shall meet

promptly and negotiate with respect to substitute provisions for those provisions rendered

or declared unlawful, invalid or unenforceable.  

ARTICLE XXVIII

COMPLETE AGREEMENT

The parties acknowledge that during the negotiations which preceded this

Agreement, each had the unlimited right and opportunity to make demands and proposals

with respect to any subject or matter not removed by law from the area of collective

bargaining.  The understandings and agreements arrived at by the parties after the

exercise of that right and opportunity are set forth in this Agreement. 

ARTICLE XXIX

DURATION AND SIGNATURE

Section 1.  Term of Agreement

Except as otherwise set forth above, this Agreement shall be effective from

December 1, 2010, and shall remain in full force and effect until November 30, 2013.  It

shall continue in effect from year to year thereafter unless notice of termination is given in

writing by certified mail by either party to the other not more than one hundred twenty (120)

nor less than ninety (90) days prior to expiration.  The notices referred to shall be

considered to have been given as of the date shown on the postmark.  Written notice may

be tendered in person, in which case the date of notice shall be the written day of receipt.



Page 62

Section 2.  Continuing Effect

Notwithstanding any provision of this Article or Agreement to the contrary, this

Agreement shall remain in full force and effect after any expiration date while negotiations

or Resolution of Impasse Procedure are continuing for a new Agreement or part thereof

between the parties.  
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have affixed their signatures this

________________ day of ___________________, 2010.

FOR THE EMPLOYER: FOR THE LODGE: 

________________________________ _________________________________
County Board Chairman Livingston County FOP Bargaining Committee

________________________________ _________________________________
County Clerk Livingston County FOP Bargaining Committee

________________________________ _________________________________
Sheriff Livingston County FOP Bargaining Committee

___________________________________ ___________________________________
Negotiator Livingston County FOP Bargaining Committee

___________________________________
Livingston County FOP Bargaining Committee

___________________________________
Chief Negotiator
Illinois FOP Labor Council 
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EXHIBIT A

DUES AUTHORIZATION FORM

Illinois Fraternal Order of Police Labor Council
974 Clock Tower Drive

Springfield, Illinois 62704

I , _________________________________________________, hereby authorize my employer,

___________________________________________, to deduct from my wages the uniform amount

of monthly dues set by the Illinois Fraternal Order of Police Labor Council, for expenses

connected with the cost of negotiating and maintaining the collective bargaining agreement

between the parties and to remit such dues to the Illinois Fraternal Order of Police Labor

Council as it may from time to time direct. (In addition, I authorize my Employer to deduct

from wages any back dues owed to the Illinois Fraternal Order of Police Labor Council from

the date of its certification as exclusive bargaining representative to the date this dues

deduction is implemented, in such manner as it so directs.)

Date: Signed:
Address:
City:
State: Zip:
Telephone:

Employer, please remit all dues deductions to:

Illinois Fraternal Order of Police Labor Council
Attn: Accounting
974 Clock Tower Drive
Springfield, Illinois 62704

(217) 698-9433

Dues remitted to the Illinois Fraternal Order of Police Labor Council are not tax deductible
as charitable contributions for federal income tax purposes; however, they may be deductible
on Schedule A of Form 1040 as a miscellaneous deduction.
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                                                            EXHIBIT B
Grievance       (use additional sheets where necessary)

Date Filed: _________________________________________________
Department:_________________________________________________

Grievant's Name:_____________________________________________________________________
               Last             First                                 M.I.

 

STEP ONE

Date of Incident or Date Knew of Facts Giving Rise toGrievance:________________________________
Article(s) Section(s)violated:_____________________________________________________________
Briefly state the facts:___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

Remedy Sought:_______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

Given To:__________________________________    Date: ___________________________

__________________________________________ ________________________________
         Grievant’s Signature     FOP Representative Signature

EMPLOYER'S RESPONSE
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________ ________________________________
Employer Representative Signature       Position

_______________________________________ ______________________________

Person to Whom Response Given        Date 
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Lodge/Unit No.     Year     Grievance No.                     /        /       

STEP TWO  
Reasons for Advancing Grievance: ________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Given To:_____________________________                      Date:_____________________________ 

__________________________________________                 __________________________________
         Grievant’s Signature                                                                FOP Representative Signature

                                                    EMPLOYER RESPONSE
   
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________                      _________________________________ 
Employer Representative Signature Position

_____________________________________                    _______________________________
Person to Whom Response Given Date

STEP THREE

Reasons for Advancing Grievance:______________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________________________  

Given To:_____________________________                          Date:_________________________
 
________________________________________            ______________________________
  Grievant’s Signature                                                                FOP Representative Signature

EMPLOYER'S RESPONSE
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________                     ________________________________
Employer Representative Signature Position

________________________________________                  _________________________________
             Person to Whom Response Given Date
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                                                                       STEP FOUR 

Reasons for Advancing Grievance: ________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

Given To:____________________________ Date:__________________________

_____________________________________ ______________________________
Grievant's Signature FOP Representative Signature

EMPLOYER'S RESPONSE

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________                              ______________________________
Employer Representative Signature                                                       Position

_____________________________________                              _______________________________
Person to Whom Response Given                                                           Date

REFERRAL TO ARBITRATION by Illinois FOP Labor Council

Person to Whom Referral Given Date

FOP Labor Council Representative
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                                                            EXHIBIT C                                                   
SENIORITY LIST

NAME                                                                  SHERIFF                     COUNTY
                                                                            Start Date                    Start Date

Jeffrey T. Hamilton                                             06/03/1987                  06/01/1987
Tony O. Childress                                              06/03/1991                   06/03/1991
Michael Glowacki                                               08/19/1991                   08/19/1991
Earl L. Dutko                                                      04/01/1993                   03/04/1991
Thomas J. Hardyman                                         01/18/1994                  01/18/1994
Brian W. McCabe                                               01/18/1994                  01/18/1994   
John P. Mitchell                                                  01/18/1994                  01/18/1994
Chad A. Graegert                                                07/03/1995                 07/03/1995
Jeffrey G. Hamilton                                             08/14/1995                  08/14/1995
Martin A. Meredith                                               03/09/1998                 03/09/1998 
Kenneth L. Palmer                                              06/15/1998                  06/15/1998
Daniel J. Myers                                                   06/13/1999                  06/13/1999
David J. Turner                                                   09/15/2000                  09/15/2000
Derrick Renken                                                   12/24/2001                  02/05/2001
Brian Hoffmeyer                                                  03/12/2001                 03/12/2001
Douglas L. Bunting, Jr.                                        03/25/2002                 03/25/2002 
Ryan D. Bohm                                                     03/31/2003                 03/31/2003
Leland Brooke                                                     06/09/2003                 06/09/2003
Jason Draper                                                       02/13/2006                 02/13/2006
David M. Netter                                                    05/14/2007                 05/14/2007
Ryan S. Donovan                                                 08/05/2007                 08/05/2007
Susan D. Kindred                                                 08/05/2007                 08/05/2007
Brett Adams                                                          09/16/2007                09/16/2007       
Robert McGraw                                                    05/11/2008                 05/11/2008      
Andrew Rork                                                        10/26/2008                 10/26/2008
Bradley DeMoss                                                   01/12/2009                01/12/2009
Samuel Fitzpatrick                                                10/04/2010                10/04/2010          
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EXHIBIT D

Year                           Current as        3% as of         3% as of      3% as of
                                   of 12/1/09         12/1/10          12/1/11        12/1/12
Start                                37,129            38,243           39,390        40,572
After                  1            38,243            39,390           40,572        41,789
After                  2            39,357            40,538           41,754        43,006
After                  3            40,470            41,684           42,935        44,223       
After                  4            41,584            42,832           44,116        45,440
After                  5            42,327            43,597           44,905        46,252
After                  6            43,069            44,361           45,692        47,063 
After                  7            43,812            45,126           46,480        47,875
After                  8            44,555            45,892           47,268        48,686
After                  9            45,297            46,656           48,056        49,497       
After                10            46,040            47,421           48,844        50,309
After                11            46,597            47,995,          49,435        50,918
After                12            47,154            48,569           50,026        51,526
After                13            47,711            49,142           50,617        52,135
After                14            48,268            49,716           51,208        52,744
After                15            48,824            50,289           51,797        53,351
After                16            49,381            50,862           52.388        53,960
After                17            49,938            51,436,          52,979        54,569
After                18            50,495            52,010           53,570        55,177
After                19            51,052            52,584           54,161        55,786
After                20            51,609            53,157           54,752        56,395
After                21            52,166            53,731           55,343        57,003
After                22            52,723            54,305           55,934        57,612
After                23            53,280            54,878           56,525        58,220
After                24            53,837            55,452           57,116        58,829
After                25            54,394            56,026           57,707        59,438
After                26            54,951            56,600           58,298        60,046
After                27            55,508            57,173           58,888        60,655
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EXHIBIT E

(a)  Section 11-3 Anti-Harassment and Complaint Procedure

11-3.1 The County is committed to providing a workplace free from all forms of unlawful
discrimination and harassment.  Discrimination or harassment of any kind based on
sex, race, color, national origin, age, religion, disability, handicap, sexual orientation,
veteran status, marital status, ancestry, or any legally protected characteristic is
prohibited by the County and by applicable state and federal laws.  Actions, words,
jokes, or comments based on any of these characteristics will not be tolerated. 

Any employee who engages in conduct in violation of this policy is subject to discipline
up to and including termination of employment.

Section 11-3.2 Sexual Harassment

Sexual harassment is one type of unlawful discrimination that is prohibited.  All
employees must avoid offensive or inappropriate sexual behavior at work and are
responsible for assuring that the workplace is free from sexual harassment at all times. 
All employees must avoid any action or conduct which could be viewed as sexual
harassment, including: (a) unwelcome sexual advances; (b) requests for sexual acts or
favors, with or without accompanying promises, threats, or reciprocal favors or actions;
and (c) other verbal or physical conduct of a harassing or sexual nature made to an
employee when:

1)  submission to such conduct is made either explicitly or implicitly a
condition of an individual’s employment;
2)  submission to or rejection of such conduct by an individual is used
     as the basis for employment decisions;
3)  such conduct has a purpose or effect of substantially interfering with
     an individual’s work performance; or 
4)  such conduct has the purpose of effect of creating an intimidating,
     hostile or offensive working environment.

Examples of prohibited conduct include, but are not limited to, lewd or sexually
suggestive comments; off-color language or jokes of a sexual nature; slurs and other
verbal, graphic or physical conduct relating to an individual’s gender; or any display of
sexually explicit pictures, greeting cards, articles, books, magazines, photos or
cartoons.



Page 71

Section 11-3.3 Other Forms of Impermissible Harassment

Harassment on the basis of  sex, race, color, national origin, age, religion, disability,
handicap, sexual orientation, veteran status, marital status, ancestry, or any legally
protected characteristic is prohibited by the County. All employees must avoid offensive
or inappropriate harassing behavior at work and are responsible for assuring that the
workplace is free from unlawful harassment at all times.

The County’s policy prohibits verbal or physical conduct that denigrates or shows hostility
or aversion toward an individual because of that individual’s race, sex, color, national
origin, age, religion, disability, handicap, sexual orientation, veteran status, marital status,
ancestry, or any legally protected characteristic or that of the employee’s relatives, friends,
or associates and that (a) has the purpose or effect of creating an intimidating, hostile or
offensive work environment; (b) has a purpose or effect of unreasonably interfering with
an individual’s work performance; or (c) otherwise adversely affects an individual’s
employment opportunities.

Prohibited conduct can include, but is not limited to, the following: (a) epithets, slurs,
negative stereotyping, or threatening, intimidating or hostile acts that relate to any
protected characteristic  and (b) written or graphic material that denigrates or shows
hostility or aversion toward an individual or group because of a protected characteristic
and that is placed on walls, bulletin boards, or elsewhere on the employer’s premises or
circulated in the workplace. 

Section 11-3.4 Harassment Complaint Procedure

If you believe you have been subject to or witness to sexual or other unlawful harassment,
report it immediately to your supervisor.  If your supervisor is unavailable or you believe it
would be inappropriate or uncomfortable to discuss it with him or her, you should
immediately report it to your Department Head or Human Resources.   Such conduct must
be reported whether it occurs on or off County premises, during work hours or outside work
hours, and whether committed by a County employee or by another person the employee
encounters as part of employment by the County, such as a supplier or vendor.

Any supervisor or manager who becomes aware of possible sexual or other unlawful
harassment must immediately report such information to the Treasurer or President even
if the employee has asked that no action be taken on the complaint or the information
provided.

Employees can make good faith reports and complaints of sexual or other harassment
without fear of reprisal or retaliation.  Retaliation by any person against an employee
making such a report or complaint or participating in a related investigation is strictly
prohibited and any such retaliation subjects an employee to disciplinary action, up to and
including termination of employment.  
False and frivolous complaints refer to incidents where the accuser is using a sexual
harassment complaint to accomplish some end other than stopping sexual harassment.
It does not refer to charges made in good faith which cannot be proven.  Given the
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seriousness of the consequences for the accused, a false and frivolous charge is a severe
offense that can itself result in disciplinary action. 
All complaints of sexual or other harassment will be promptly and thoroughly investigated.
To the extent practicable, the County endeavors to maintain confidentiality of complaints
and related investigation.

Any employee who has engaged in sexual or other unlawful harassment will be subject to
disciplinary action, up to and including termination of employment.

The County hopes that any incident of sexual harassment can be resolved through the
internal process outlined above.  All employees, however, have the right to file formal
charges with the Illinois Department of Human Rights (IDHR) and/or the United States Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC).  A charge with IDHR must be filed within 180
days of the incident of sexual harassment.  A charge with EEOC must be filed within 300
days of the incident.

The Illinois Department of Human Rights may be contacted as follows:

Chicago 312-814-6200
Chicago TDD 312-263-1579
Springfield 217-785-5100

(b)  Section 11-7  ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS

11-7.1 Purpose - To describe the County's policy regarding the use and monitoring of
communications systems, including electronic and telephone communications systems,
including, but not limited to mail, e-mail, telephone systems, voice mail, facsimiles, video
equipment and tapes, tape recorders and recordings, pagers, cellular phones, computer
networks, the internet, and computer directories and files.

11-7.2 Policy - It is the policy of the County to provide or contract for the communication
services and equipment necessary to promote the efficient conduct of business. All business
equipment, electronic and telephone communications systems, and all communications and
stored information transmitted, received, or contained in the County's information systems
are the County's property and are to be used primarily for job-related purposes. While some
limited personal use is permitted, (to be determined in the sole discretion of the County) such
use should only be during non-working time and should be in accordance with this policy. To
ensure the proper use of communications systems and business equipment, the County may
monitor the use of these systems and equipment from time to time.

11-7.3 Employees also are prohibited from using codes, accessing files, or retrieving any
stored communication without prior clearance from an authorized County representative. No
employee may use a pass code unknown to the County.

11-7.4 Employees who violate this policy are subject to disciplinary action, up to and
including termination. As a condition of employment, employees will be required to sign a
consent form acknowledging their understanding and agreement to comply with this policy.

11-7.5 Procedure-
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i. Electronic systems are owned/leased and maintained by the County, and electronic
communications are the sole property of the County. Personal software or messages shall
not be installed or stored on County electronic equipment unless approved by authorized
personnel.

ii. The County will, or reserves the right to, monitor the use of electronic systems and to
review, retrieve, or inspect all material that is created, transmitted, stored in, accessed, or
sent through any County electronic communication system, with or without prior notice to the
employee. No communications are guaranteed to be private or confidential, and employees
have no right of privacy with respect to any use of the County’s electronic communications
systems.

iii. The use of personal passwords, assigned to the employee, is not grounds for an
employee to claim privacy rights in the electronic or communications systems.  The County
reserves the right to override personal passwords.  Employees may be required to disclose
passwords or codes to the County to allow access to the systems.

iv. The County's prohibition again sexual, racial, and other forms of harassment are extended
to include the use of electronic and telecommunications systems. Offensive, harassing,
vulgar, obscene, or threatening communications are strictly prohibited, as are sexually
oriented messages or images. Communications that may defame 
or disparage the County or employees are also prohibited from publication on any electronic
systems. Employees who receive e-mails or other information on their computers which they
believe violate this policy should immediately report this activity to their supervisor.

The County prohibits the use of its electronic communication systems in a manner that is
unlawful or violates any County policy.  Employees are prohibited from using County
communications systems to transmit, receive, retrieve, or store any information or
communication that is discriminatory, harassing, derogatory to any individual or group,
obscene, sexually explicit or sexually suggestive,  unlawful, or otherwise contrary to the
County’s policies or business interests.

Employees are prohibited from accessing without authorization or tampering with the security
of any computer or network system.  Any unauthorized attempt to bypass computer or
network security controls, i.e. “hacking” into other systems or logins or using unauthorized
passwords is strictly forbidden.

v. Privileged or confidential material, such as, but not limited to, trade secrets or attorney-
client communications, should not be exchanged haphazardly by e-mail, facsimiles, etc.

vi. Employees are prohibited from disseminating, printing, or copying copyrighted
materials or in any other way violating copyright laws. The electronic posting of
copyrighted information is also prohibited, unless the County or the employee has created
the information or owns the rights to it.

vii. Outsiders or non-employees are prohibited from using electronic communications to
communicate with County employees or the County for any purpose unrelated to County
business.
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viii. Employees must be aware of the possibility that electronic messages that are
believed to have been erased or deleted can frequently be retrieved by systems experts
and can be used against an employee or the County. Therefore, employees should be
cautious and use the systems only in the appropriate manner and consult with systems
experts to guarantee that information to be deleted is truly eliminated from the system.

ix. Employees should exercise care so that no personal correspondence appears to be an
official communication of the County. Personalized County stationery and business cards
may only be issued by the County. Employees may not use the County's address for
receiving personal mail or utilize County stationery or postage for personal letters.

x. Violation of this policy can result in discipline, up to and including termination of
employment.

xi. Limited personal use of cellular phones and pagers is permitted. Abuse of this rule
may result in discipline up to and including discharge.

(c)  Section 11-16 Confidential Information

11-16.1 The protection of confidential information is vital to the interests of the County
and the public.  Confidential information includes, but is not limited to, financial
information, health and medical information, information protected by law, pending
projects, and proposals.  No confidential information may be copied or removed from
County premises, except in the ordinary course of performing duties for the County. 
Additionally, confidential information may not be disclosed to anyone except where
required for a legitimate business purpose.

11-16.2 Use of any photographic equipment (including cell phones, PDA’s, or any other
electronic device with photographic or imaging capability) to take still pictures or video of any
confidential information is strictly prohibited.

11-16.3 All requests by outside entities or persons for the disclosure of confidential
information should be directed to your Department Head.  Employees who are unsure about
the confidential nature of specific information are to ask their Department Head for
clarification.  Any employee who improperly uses or discloses confidential information is
subject to discipline, up to and including termination of employment, even if he or she does
not actually benefit from the disclosed information.

(d)  Section 11-17 Conflicts of Interest

11-17.1 Employees have an obligation to avoid actual or potential conflicts of interest.  The
purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines so that employees can seek further clarification
on issues related to the subject of acceptable standards of operation. Contact your
Department Head or Human Resources for more information or questions about conflicts of
interest.

11-17.2 Business dealings with outside firms should not result in unusual gains for those
firms.  Unusual gain refers to bribes, product bonuses, special fringe benefits, unusual price
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breaks, and other windfalls designed to ultimately benefit the employer, the employee, or
both.

11-17.3 An actual or potential conflict of interest occurs when an employee is in a position
to influence a decision that may result in a personal gain for that employee or for a relative
as a result of the County’s business dealings.  For the purposes of this policy, a relative is
any person who is related by blood or marriage, or whose relationship with the employee is
similar to that of persons who are related by blood or marriage.

11-17.4 If an employee has any influence on transactions involving purchases, contracts, or
leases, it is imperative that the employee disclose to the Livingston County State’s Attorney
as soon as possible the existence of any actual or potential conflict of interest so that
safeguards can be established to protect all parties.

11-17.5 Personal gain may result not only in cases where an employee or relative has a
significant ownership in a firm with which the County does business, but also when an
employee or relative receives any kickback, bribe, substantial gift, or special consideration
as a result of any transaction or business dealings involving the County.

(e)  Section 11-18 Outside Employment

11-18.1 All employees are subject to the County’s scheduling demands, regardless of any
existing outside work requirements.  If the County determines that an employee's outside
work interferes with performance, the employee may be asked to terminate the outside
employment in order to remain with the County.  Outside employment that constitutes a
conflict of interest is prohibited. 

(f)  Section 11-19 Working Off-Premises 

11-19.1 Employees who work off County premises must maintain appropriate care and
security of all County equipment and information used at the employee’s home or
worksite.

11-19.2 Employees are responsible for maintaining the confidentiality of County
information, documents, passwords, and other information.  Employees are also
responsible for preventing unauthorized access to any County system or information from
their worksite.  Employees must dispose of work related documents in a manner that will
not jeopardize the interests of the County.

11-19.3 All County equipment, County property, information, hardware, software, and files
remain the property of County and shall be promptly returned to the County upon request
or termination of employment. 
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EXHIBIT F

SOCIAL NETWORK POLICY

POLICY

The internet, blogs, Twitter, the worldwide web, social networking sites, and any
other medium of electronic communication including cell phones shall not be used in a
manner which is detrimental to the mission and function of Livingston County, Illinois and
the Sheriff of Livingston County, Illinois (“Agency”).

It is essential for every employee to recognize that the proper functioning of this
Agency relies upon the public’s confidence and trust in the ability of the individual officers
to carry out the law enforcement function.  Any matter which brings individual employees
or the Agency into disrepute has the adverse consequence of reducing public confidence
and trust in the Agency, thus impeding the ability to work with, and serve the public. 
Professionalism is the most significant factor in high-level performance, which in turn
builds public confidence and trust.  While employees have the right to use personal social
networking pages or sites in a responsible manner while not on duty, as employees of this
Agency, they are public safety officials who are held to a higher standard than the general
public with regard to standards of conduct and ethics.  As such, the policy of this Agency
is to maintain a level of professionalism in both on-and-off-duty conduct that fulfills the
mission of the Agency.  Any publication, through any medium, which is adverse to the
operation, morale or efficiency of this Agency shall be deemed a violation of this policy
and subject to the disciplinary procedures set forth in the collective bargaining agreement
in effect between the employees and the Agency. 

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to direct the employees of this Agency with respect to
the use of the internet, the worldwide web, and social networking as a medium of
communication impacting this Agency.

DEFINITIONS

“Social networking” and/or “social networking sites” are any web-based platform or
cell phone that allows a participant to share and display information of an image, video,
audio, or text nature.  Such sharing and displays are commonly known as “posts”,
“posting”, “text” or “texting”.

PROCEDURES

A. Employees of this Agency are prohibited from using the Livingston County
computers, cell phones and Sheriff’s office resources for any unauthorized purpose,
including casually surfing the internet or casually participating in social networking sites
and shall comply with the provision of Paragraph (b) of Exhibit E attached to this
Agreement.
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B. Employees of this Agency are prohibited from posting, or in any way
broadcasting, without prior approval, information on the internet, or other medium of
communication including cell phones, the business of this Agency including but not limited
to:

1. Photographs/images relating to any investigation of the Livingston County
Sheriff’s Office.

2. Video or audio files related to any investigation of the LIvingston County
Sheriff’s Office.

C. Employees of the Livingston County Sheriff’s Office who utilize social
networking sites, blogs, twitter or other mediums of electronic communication including
cell phones in their off-duty time shall maintain an appropriate level of professionalism
and appropriate conduct so as not to broadcast in a manner which is detrimental to the
mission and function of the Livingston County Sheriff’s Office.

D. Employees shall not post or text in these social networking sites or other
mediums of electronic communication including cell phones in any way that represents
themselves in a negative light, as an officer of the Livingston County Sheriff’s
Department.

E. Employees shall not use social networking sites, other mediums of internet
communication or cell phones to post materials of a sexually graphic nature.

F. Employees shall not use social networking sites, other mediums of internet
communication or cell phones to post any materials that glorify violence or weaponry
reflecting adversely against the Agency.

G. Employees that are found to be in violation of this policy will be subject to
the disciplinary procedures set forth in the collective bargaining agreement in effect
between the employees and the Agency.

H. Employees will not be found in violation of this policy for anything posted or
texted prior to the adoption of this policy, unless that post or text could also be considered
probable cause or evidence of a crime nor shall they be responsible for any second hand
posting or texting.
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